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Weizsicker in Tokyo: 


Emperor Akihito meats German head of state Richard von Welzsãcker (right), 


Than? XP") 


Anglo-German 
ties: the 
quiet alliance 


nuglo-German relalians have often 

been overslhuadnwed by Frınce-Ger- 
mun tes, Fhe "quiet alliance.” a much- 
vaunted catchphrusc. is inlended 1n in- 
cteaMe that it is nonetheless Ssuund incl 
reliahle. 

That can surely he suid tn be the case 
af present, NUL if cinnolt serve AS it Con- 
venient formula by which to unthinking- 
ly brush aside upsets and different 
puints of view. 

Mrs Thatcher and Herr Kohl hud not 
held bilateral talks for two and a half 


Further coverage of tha Frankfurt Ang!a-Ger- 
men surmnmilt on P8 ga 2 (Thatcher and Kohl 
ogres to disagrda} and page 5 (Germans ‘ad- 
mirable but an snigma' 85 British ssn 1ham}. 


years whén they met in Frankfurt. They 
are nûw to meet again iri two months’ 
time. 

, Holding ‘the talks i Frankfurt rather 
than in Bonn must partly be seen. iri he 
çontext. of the forthcoming local govern 
ment elections.in Hesse. Chancellor Kohl 
likes to link foreign ahd home affairs, 

2 Mfrs Thatcher-thg venue present 

4 opporlunily of mceting Bundes- 
Ba president | Karl Orto , Pöhl, who 
shares her mişgiyings aþouit a European 
currency ' union (althaugh ; largely qn 
groyndsg thaf differ from, hors). 1 

Ji also ga¥e her, an opportunily, to 
noté. that ‘Frankfurt-born. . Goethe had 
beeii inspired by ‘Shake§penre. The: fînal 
deolaratiûns yield no cle hs to whether 
there was any répetltiqn. of. e Poe 
this time, ` 

. Mrs .Thataher gontinugs. io prefer 
slain progress toward European inte- 

...,Continyed.on page 2 :,.. 


who was in Takyo for Emperor Hirohjto’s funeral. 


His publishers are in feur and tremhi- 
iE, is are bhouksellers. {ride iissoci- 
MS AM CCV UT.. 

Even if Khomeini's "order" is coun- 
termandlcd the Ayatollah may well lave 
desiroyeul the writer's life. Calculineal 
cruelty of this kind could casily have its 
effect n writers, trtists and journalists 
A over the world. 

Th is why the West must make it 
clear lu lran wil wauld happen if 
Rushdie were 1o die. 

The Ayatollah mııst be made to rea- 
lise that he cannot inlimidate the 
world and that lhe world is pre pured 
10 make sacrifices for thé suaké of ils 
principles. 

Every dûy counts, and those wlio pur- 
purt to “understand” or lO "txplain" the 
murder call must slop doling so immcedli- 
ately. 

Whıtever religious upset ا‎ havc 
been caused by Rushdie"s. book, it has 
been rendered of secondary importance 
by Khomeini's threat. 

We are thus witnessing not just’a 
political clash but one of the most, im- 
portant cultural conflicts. of the post- 
NAT Era. 

. No-one knows a jt can he: [e~ 
şolvêd, but Iran must be made to under- 
stand that an aulraged ¥world iş on Sal 
man Rushdie's side, . ,„ 
Frank Schirrmacher 
` (Frunkfurler Allgemcine Zeling 


fûr Deuischland, 23 Februiry 1989) 
etnies 
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Islam with sanctions and ' protests in 
support of its Views on culture and mor- 
ality. 

But no Western state has sent tronps 
into Iran to force Teheran by the barrel 
uf él gun lo respect human rights, nıicl no 
Western leader lıns called for-the Aya- 
lollal's rıssassinalion merely because 
Iran breaks the fiflh commandment. 

Since Klomcini's murder call thie civ- 
ilisetd world his been in a stale of self- 
defence, What it now dloes, or leaves un- 
done, will have unforeseeable conse» 
quences fur ils self-esteem, its princi- 
ples andl its viability. 

We may smile about literature, wri- 
ters and their pinpricks, bul what if our 
culturt had to come tO terns with tı wri» 
ler in is mils having been the victim of 
il MUrder ctmpiuign while it had narlıinyg 
to say on the subject, Keeping Juict out 
ul cher {ear ur incompetence’! 

Auainst his hiuvhurounl the confu- 
sil Ct {bC pthc vl Rubi’. 
Satanic Ferses in German is all the nıore 
iznominious. It is still unclear whether 
the book will he published and if au, 
when. 

(Tuenu-liie German publishers 
huve since aureed to publish the nouvel 
under û jaint imprint. with many well 
Knuwn u rilers uprecIng lo fellure on lh 
litle page us its editors.) 

Even the German Booksellers Asso- 
ciation initiilly had nothing better to do 
than to lash out at writer Hans Mlugnus 
Enzensberger for criticising Rushclie’s 
German puhiishers. 

Enzensberger, who was the only liter- 
ary figure to speak out in imıncdiate 
outrage, accused the publishers of cow- 
urdice and offered to edit the book hin- 
self. 

Instead, of ENE solidarity al 
a time of danger the booksellers asso- 
ciation criticised .Enzensberger for his 
alleged lack of moderation... 

True, no-one can be forced to show 
courage, but those who are prepared to 
share responsibility for the book's pub- 
lication ought at least ta. be given, an. 7 
portunity to dorşd. ا‎ 

There, must be no iiluşiûns, abaut. the 
situation. Salman Rushdie „may indeed 
be kilted. İt is already clear that he will 


be a hostage to fear or the rest of his 


life... :. : 2 
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West must stand firm 
_ on Rushdie’ s side 


homeini is ù fundiımentalist, His 

call for the murder of British writer 
Salmun Ruslhclie ought to remind the 
West that it tou has funclamental princi- 
ples to defend: freedom, hunitn clignily 
and the prolection of life. 

Two views have clashed, and it is 
clear that our vision of u harmonious, 
fraternal world culture is inuccuriute. 

Rêactiaons so far by the civiliscd 
world huve been inadequite. Af lhe very 
least consideration should b¢ given tu 
further sanctions thut hurt [ran harder 
and more cffeclively. 

The Teherun regime niy in Ihd past 
repeatedly have acted in breach uf in- 
lernationil law and internitiomal diuree- 
ments, but tAkKINE NUSHIBCS, Wii Wir. 
vaecuting thousands of people without 
tril inl seeretly sending nut hircd kili- 
ers is intoleralle. ye1 nul wilhoul prcce- 
dent. 

The Ayutollah’s public cill lor Rusl- 
die's murder, with ù price nı the writer's 
head, is unprecedented. 

The reluctant. ilimost grudging re- 
sponse by public opinion in much ut 
Europe is all the mure amazing. It was 
lays before associtipns and organin- 
ations thil arc uthcerwise always ready 
lo draft prulests unl collect signatures 
had as much as a wurd fo say on the sUb- 
ject. [ 

A uumber of leading intellectuals 
might have vunished from the face of the 
Earth, su litle was heard from thenı im- 
mediately after Khomeini's nuurder call. 
Were they afraicl? ‘Did they fail to ap” 
preciate the situation? 

Many Western intçllectuals, and Ger- 
man intellectuals in particular, have 
longed lived in an imaginary world of 
resištancê, fortitude and rebellion. 

" Blockading a road or squatting on ã 
field can be made put tobe an act, qf 
martyrdom, being i ifterrogatêd! by ‘the 


police as a kiid'of tortûre — or so one is: 


led to believe by what many of then 
have to say for themselves. 
Bath in Germany ‘and in many other, 
European countries protest moves that 
cost nothing are made, put tû be dem-' 
onstrationş of COUrAgê. Maybe that is: 
why many people , Haye still not grasped; 
the ‘dimensilon’’ ‘of „the Iranian „murder 
threat. 
` Yet it is clear how we ought to. teat’ 
to *Khomeini's effrontery. ‘Rushdie’s 
pövel must’ bê published and Iran mustı 
e forced, ‘by all means available, to 
Sountermand its murdêr call. 
‘Orte of' the misundêrstandings that 
e some intellectualsris'the know-all, 
hrgumeril, ‘that in Ruslidie's, case the 
est is merely intent on’ prevailing over 


Routes to tour in Germany 


The Harz 
and Heath Route 


year-old town of Goslar. 
The Heath extends from Celle, 
with Its town centre of half- 
timbered houses unscathed 
bythe war and the oldest 
theatre in Germany, to 
Lûneburg, also 1,000 years 
old. It boasts wide expanses 
of flat countryside; purple 
heather and herds of local 
curly-horned sheep. 


Visit Germany and let the Harz 
and ieath Route be your 
guide. 


1 Brunswick 

2 An old Lüneburg Heath 
farmhouse 

3 The Harz 

4 Göttingen 


DZT ا‎ 


Beathovenstrasae 69, D-6000 Frank 
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Heath, say. Maybe you should 


German roads will get you 
there - to areas at times so 
attractlve that one route leads 
to the next, from the Harz 
mountains to the Lüneburg 


take a look at both. 

The Harz, northernmost part 
of the Mittelgebirge range, is 
holiday country al! the year 
round. In summer for hikers, 
in winter for sklers in their 
tens of thousands. Tour from 
the hill resorts of Osterode, 
Clausthal-Zellerfeld or Bad 
Harzburg or from the 1,000- 


merem ر‎ 
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(Phen: Werek, Sven Simar} 


The reminder uf Flesse pales UM sip” 
nificancëd when com[mred wih the 
struggle for Frurklurt, aulhuugh Lhe 
right-wing Republicans, whvo dare stundl= 
ing in {wo constibUCnCÎLS, UU surC tû hf 
given Mediu covcrnpt., 

In caunservative Fulla they daré Inurl 
standing, buvîny Elled t6 comply with 
dlecloriul regulations. 

The SPO hopes ls A CAS cul its 
1455 showing (SPD 3.4. CDU 38n. 
Cirecns 4.0. FDP 4.4 per Cent). 

The local government clccilun tevults 
dT sul lO BC akc as The \ OCS Mu" 
men un Premier Willmiann, whom 
COUN" Calin his hcl mvt In 
Wieshbil en FO DW NCiirs. 

tt will be the firt nd ites hier’ 
uy ab 1s a So o he AD 
dt rhe hilot-lniy, Henrich Hulhiu 


tc apes mcgul Holm Is Fra {U 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


1 


# 


Volker Hauff or Wolfram Brlck? Voter's choice for mayor of Frankfurt. 


well cuvisage him ut the city's helm. The 
cleelion results will show whether Miır= 
tin Wentz ımmd Frankfurt"s left-wing 
SPP, which used tu be so dispute-riul- 
den, have succeeded in opening up the 
party uml galning ıhe suppurt ûf NCW 
VUOlCTs. 

They muy, of course, withhold su” 
purl fur d Red ind Grecn experiment 
Ih nowy stems ù foreBuîe conclu sin, 

The Christian and Free Demacrils 
have cuegurically ruled out any dou of 
thruwing in their lot with he SPD. Tle 
Cincens’ cholic ul candidites hits tulially 
narod the Lumlamcntlst wig lel by 
Jura Difurtl. 

Whe political psibous lrld by ili 
Circus Kelo ue bear uch û lone 
AAD bur his SS LE I Tt 
SPD Ithit Herr Wentz. the city's SPD 
leader. saws he fells almost wı ricd. 
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mW PARTY POLITICS 


CDU and SPD running neck 1 


and neck In Frankfurt 


Bult it isn't jusî "ihe last minute,” il 
CDU ufficinls claim, trying to mobilise 
the parly rank and File! il is much, much 
kuter. 

The weeks to come tloné will show 
whclher the much-vaunted shock of the 
Berlin election rêsults has hal the effect 
on 1he rank and file CDU gencril s¢cere- 
tary Franz Josef Jung claims — or scep- 


.eişm and resignation have gained yel 


more ground in view of the poll fore- 
CUS. 

Housing is in short supply, Feuls ire 
high, transport aml traffic policy and, 
above all, the hanclling of corruptinn 
scandals have dealt the CDU's presfipe 
ıı serious hlow. 

The Christian Democrats, iil parti- 
cularly Herr Wallmann, may have donc 
much lu help Frankfurt refurbish i1s im- 
Age, Dut these and other scandals havv 
hit CDU support hurd. 

The Christian Democrats dre lryiny 
to culnleruact lheir negative imuge hy 
maans of symhulic Keywords such its 
“home,” "jobs," "housing" and "meélru- 
pulis.” 

Herr Hûulî his no compunction in 
praising Herr Willnaur's ûccomplish- 
iwwents un Frmkfurt's behalf, then ruun-= 
dly cemdemning the work dunc by his 
SUC, Alayur Brick, 

The SPD candidue biises his cam- 
iaN on û lr of cconumic, soCul anıl 
urls palicies. Aud wherever he mikes iû 
public appeirince here is û lull hise 

Vole wb work ın Le dts dir Mu 
a hcaring, ds do the young, Upwardly 
moll professionals who can evilently 


csule 1hemsches vith the though 
Thi only one biajor rulurin — vf pusls 
and tClecomiMicitins —~ ics iuhciul 
belor NONI Miler enteral clectinn. 

Cbhct IothcrmMinE cvents. such ù NÎr 
Gorhachoy’s visit kı Buun, dre A pccicul 
ta le plain salliug, yielding nuthing hut 
merit marks fer Ihc Benn cotlilion. 

Far unc, Ihis view uûnderrales tht 
risks. The reform uf the pustial and le- 
leconm services xecems vure [D bu ad Doal- 
harly repeulion oF past mistakes. 

Te 1his day 1be Federal government 
has falled to clcirly explain to Ue gen 
cral public why the reform is necessary 
ind what it is intêntled to achieve. 

Regardlêss whcıher ûr not if is 1rue, it 
is not enough simply to say that refarnıs 
tire Urgently needed in view of tlre Euro- 
pean itternal nıiırket, 

Other members of the CDU/CSU 
seek solace iı lashing uut at CDU gen- 
eral secretary Heiner Geissler, whom 
the. Chancellor is bound to hack, as 
otherwise he himself would be the butt 
of even more trenchant criticisnı, 

Or they clamour for a strategy deb- 
tle, û call thal is always heard when the 
party feels particularly helpless and at 
ifs wits’ end, 

The Christian Democrats would do 
heuer to remember thut they are the 
major nmiddle-of-the-road political for- 
ce — and lo say so in all sel -confilence. 

Besidles, a government — tind u party 
~~ that pursues sensible policies thut the 
volers nıderstand and appreciate — ha- 
cause {hey are explaineU to them — hus 
no need of strutêegy debales. 1t has soni- 
ething more substantial to show tor it- 


self. 1 
Walter W, Weber 
{Sanarlbrücker Zetiung, LR Fébrırary 1984) 


Thin-skinned Christian Democrats 
show signs of mid-term nerves 


wiıh û clear numeric mijority in 1hd 
Berlin House of Representatives but he 
prepared te juin forces. 


Given Jası experience {he SPD 
seemed 10 hê sick und tired of courting 
the Orvens. 


The other was that a poliical purty 
mihi emerge tu the righl nf the CDU! 
CSU und giuin so much ground it the 
Christian Democrats" expense as tn b= 
come û serious pulitical factor. 

The tenor of publie apinion was 
clearly totally nıisjulgcd in this respect, 

What now makes Herr Kohl s0 ner- 
vous is the gloomy prospect that results 
from the trend such develnpmenis sic 
to set. 

The Hesse local government elec- 
tions scenl sure tu see further xscthacks 
for the CDU, which will probably lose 
Frankfurt. 

Elections to the European Parliument 
are to he held on 1Š June. So ure local 
government elections in the Rhineland” 
Palatinnte and the Saar. : 

It is too late now to stag A colntei'” 
offensive and hope to reverse the trend. 

That may also be Irue of the local 
gaverimenl cleclions in North Rhine- 
Westphalit on | Oclober and in Haden- 
Wirttemberg on 232 October. , 

Once a change in public opinion has 
gaincd momentum it is inercasingly Jif“ 
ficult to bring it to a hiûlt, let alone to re- 
verse Î. 

., Some members of the CDU/CSU 


N; even longstanding ussociates of 
the Chuncdllor’s can remeniber vv- 
tr having seen FHeimut Kull as nervous 
şı» hê has lately secmecl 10 be, 

The CDU Ieuder does nu show signs 
of nerves in public, ol coursu. QOuiwit* 
dly lıe continues (0 pase ûs nverwhel- 
mingly upimistie und imperturbubly 
Ihick-skinnerl. 

In private lis — and others’ — nerves 
ure un cdgv. Herr Kuhl, or so CDLUI 
leuclers say, has grown thin-skinned. 

That doesn't really tally with what his 
immediate associates were saying only a 
few months ago. 

Wolfgang Bergsdurt, ihr Chancellor's 
home affairs adviser (and colınterpart 
to ‘Horst Teltschik, his foreign affairs 
adviser), forecast a serious decline in 
the public standing of the Federal gov- 
ernment and, with it, of the CDU/CSU. 

With swingeing health service and lax 
reforms ahead, he said, the govern- 
ment's popularity was destined to hit 
rock-bottom. 

But no-one need worry, By sprint 
1989 —~ Easier or Whit at the lattsl — 
the coalition's popularity would steadily 
increase. So lherc was no cause for 
alarm, let alone panic, 

Why, then, is Herr Kohl nêrvous iat 
all? The Berlin election results are lhe 
reason why. He and the CDU had ruled 
out two possibilities. 

One was that the Sucial Democrats 
and the Greens might not just emerge 


Il we cûn clo now is pray,” sighs a 
leuding Christian Demacrat, show- 
ing signs uf frustration and depression 


س ل س = 


After three terms with un ubsolutle 
majority in Frankfurt the CDU secms 
sure lo be heucling for u devastating cle- 
feat in e |2 March local government 
clections. 

According to an Infrest poll com 
missional hy the SPD the Christian 
Democrats could nol evên reluin power 
if the FDP were lo sldlğe i cumcback in 
Frankfurt {and form û Bonn-style coilir 
tion with the CDU). 

Fifty per cent of vaters fuestioncd 
suid they would vote cithcr SPD (40 per 
cent) ur Green. Thirty-seven per cent 
fuvpured the CDU (33 per ceni) or the 
FDP. Twelve per cnt were undccided. 

Pre-dleclion opinion pulls aré neUar- 
iously unreliable, but Hesse Premivr 
Waller Wallmann dul his partly well 
know that unce the SPD regiins power. 
on İls own ur joinlly with Ihe Circe, il 
Frankfurl, where it held swiuy unlit! 
l477. the CD's days in puwer il 
Hesse ceuld he nunıbered. 

So all eyes will be on Frankfurt. 
she CDU Oberblirgernwnit Wil 
fram Brück is hoping to purl uff  mira- 
cle. 

His SPD clallenger. Vulker fliull. 
his kalncd so much piuulkl over Lh 
past yur or su for Mo SPD, which W us 
ruducal to i mere 34 per cent in IYSI. 
that Mlayor Brilck, whose advisers are 
cleirly banking cn the four-weck ¢clec- 
ion run-up, is breathlesaly uyius 
catch up with him wihout making any 
clear headway. 

Worse sil, the Infratest pull (uf 
10U02 Frankfurt vulers) shows Mayor 
Brück lı rutd more pourly in lhe ¢lec- 
torate's esteem than Herr Hiuifl on il- 
most all issues. 

Voters clearly feel that fhe city coun- 
cil is nut doing 4l U might lo sulve prob 
lems such ùs traffic cuntrul, {he ecnviron- 
ment, debts, curruptinn antl housing. 

Are upinion polls of Ibis kind mere 
"“dubiaus reudings of coffee grounds,” as 
the CDU nuw clains? The CDU-ltd 
Hesse government commissioned a si- 
milar poll the findings of which were 
similarly depressing for the Christian 
Democrats. E 

Fruukfuti is thus no longer seen as a 
"esl vole" Mayor Brick has even re- 
ferred to İt us a “make-or-hreak vole.” 

As in 1987, before the ste assembly 
elections, the spectre of Red und Gree 
coalition chaas is conjured. calling the 
future and prosperity of Frankfurt as û 
financial centre ul Hoechst as a centre 
ofthe chemical industry ito question. 

“Hoechst and Cassell workers.” 
warns Cologne-born Brück, "he careful 
who you vote for!" 

His predecessor as mayor. Premier 
Wallmann, sounds a similar notê. hop” 
ing to “save our city from a Red and 
Green coalition. 

“If the traffic lights are «et at red and 
green simultaneously," the CDU warns, 
2 will be traffic chaos in Frank- 

urt," 


A۵ 


Poglmaster: send change of address to THB Gam! 
with . 
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Overwhelming public support 
for Nato and Bundeswehr 


sues. In the iUumn ISN Eninid pull 
per cunt al In- 1 -4-Veiur-ulds were in f 
your ol stying in Niqte, ils iykiinst 15 
cent who wica the COLMLFY lu Uil. 

The tHe uf the Uireers CNYÎSAt 
withdrval Irom Nato, ye1 unly 37 
N OF Giren ppurters Were in fivok 
ihe mitjurity preferring Ihe Federal Re 
public to stay in the North Alluntic pact, 

Other Heures ul the groundwork & 
PN-War Ger MiN SUCUFIY ertjoy similart 
suhstaniiil ind Consistent Support: 
e dight out uf 1Û Ciermians pole Teel tk 
stutonius uf US forces in the Federal Re 
public i iı contribution toward safeguard 
ing the peice: 

e dighly™iwo pcr cent feel thd existeneof 
tho Bundeswehr makvs peintu safer 

e 1wo ult of three ttre vunvinced Ihaı Na- 
tu andthe Bundeswehr arc, hetween them. 
slrong enough to prutect the Federal Re 
public from a military attack. 

In comparison with pus! figures, confit 
cence in Nitto ven increased last Year, dt 
spite Ihe growing nıalaise about nucle 
dutente and defvuce, 

Su there cun be no fuestitn of in de 
ceplice ind lepitimuMinn crisis of Ger 
un Nino membership. 

The lack of specific alternatives is ! 
pointer lo how self-evident it in fell ihe. 

Only û handful uf Ciermiıns [avol 
stronger HAional defences, Ihe over 
whéming remainder hive vague leas ¢ 
neulrul stu "beuyvecn thc hoes" ut sun: 
future ditt. 

Ihe Federal Republic Kicks secure ni 
tional frenmtiers. În its edlilngered Cent 
Erupcin location it is depend on ilk 
lor protection, aud le overwliclming mi 
jority of Certs dre vvdlcily well awar 
ul this sinıjlv Tiicl. 

There is, for insti, growing sup 
fur he idea of ı1 jit biatt=€ ter ntn MY 
Ble, with 5N pe cent uf ciermitns pulled 
uw veta Me kl. 

They niy fel less icnely thrid 
the wake ol Successful lisa HOC HUF 
ations, Nd iı majority niy be in Rvmure 
better relics with the Sovicl Unto, 
Nato ıuuberslip is not called into f 
tou. Moasl Cicrmiunus lvcl menıbership u 
Nelo i$ it HHHeT ul course. 

Aus lowiurd the Bundeswehr il 
inuther mulher in e Context of û pow 
leeling of relive security, 

Wormer Bonn Dofencu Minister Ma 
fred Wûrner, now Nile secretary Renerdl 
SYS uwcceplinev probleys ire wap 
problems ol political kulership. 

Ifthis is Ire then it ix up to securily pF 
icymukers in he government and polik 
parties to tell the public clearly und sin! 


tht ~— und why — vve cunminur fû eed 


fective lefence capability. : 
Bernhard FleckensleN: 
(ns Purlamenl, Holın, |7 February 9) 


The German Tribune 


Frladrich Rainccke Varlag GnıbH, 3-4 Hartwlcus 13 
D-2000 Hamburg 78, Tal.: 22 BB 1, Tolex: 02-1473 | 
Editor-In-ohiaf: Otta Halnz. Edltor. Alexander An 
English language sub-aditor; Sımon Burnatt. ¬ 
bulon manager: Qaorglne Plcona. ت‎ 
Publlahed weekly with tha axcepilon of the gel0n e 4 
In lenuary, tho ascend woek in Apri, the third wet. 
September and tha third week in Novambar. 


realtek el list No. 18 
Bubsrtiption DÎ 45 
Printed by CW Nlamayer-Druck, Hame!n 


Dlstflbuted in tha USA by: MASS MAILINGS, Ino.. $ 
West 24h Birsst,; New fork, N.Y. 10011 


Tribuno ° MASS MAILINGS. 


Arıiclss in THE GERMAN TRIBUNE are translated ® 
the oriğinal text ari e by agreement 
nfwspapers in the Fedaral Rapublic oi Garmeny- 


ln all carraapaondence pisage le yqur 
number which appeara on tha i betwoen gl. 
laka, above your address. ر و‎ 


elence is a much talked-abuu issue 

these days. Flardly ti monmh passes 
withou fresh news items abo opinion 
pull findings that people in the Federal 
Republic of Germany do nut feud particu” 
larly threatened and are less willing tu u- 
fend their country than they used tu lv. 

True, there have been and stil are proh- 
lems of eosensus ind tceeplunce when it 
comes to means and methods of keeping 
the peace. 

Low-iulitude Flying tnd Tulf-scile Nti- 
oeuvres, conscription aud exercises, Arnis 
expenditure and nuclear weapons arc all 
cuntroversial in the public eye, and crili- 
cism has grown more healed and voluhle, 

But can thal also be sad of the Federal 
Republic's basic foreign und security polir 
cy orientation as laid down when it juinul 
Nato in 1955? 

Does the crumbling consensus on def- 
ence spending, means and procedures Ap- 
ply to the aims and essentials of Bonn's se- 
curity policy? Are (he foundations starting 
to shake too? 

The answer, in a word, is no. There cun 
be no question of a departure yet from (he 
foreign and security policy fundamentiıls 
and basic decisions that have held pool 
for decades. 

An overwhelming majority of pvopll in 
the Federal Republic contime to whole- 
heartedly ertdorse integration in the West, 
Nato membership, the stationing of LIS 
forces in Europe and the existence of {he 
Bundeswehr as guarantors nf Ppeucc ind 
frecdom. 

Mr Gorbachev's “new thinking" and the 
enthusiastic rcceplion 1 has heen given by 
the German media have, despite wides- 
pread views to the contrary, hid no effect 
ON puhlic opinion where these cssenlinls 
aré concerned. 

Since the [940s opinion polls live te- 
gUlarly probed public attitudes towirel Niı- 
to membership. The findings have becn 
fairly consistent. 

The number of Germans who wanlucl 
the country tO quit Nato hus alwuys heen 
below 1Û per cent, so nol one Oernmutn in 
10 has felt ihe Federal Republic ought lo 
leave Nato in the pasl 2Û years. 

Serious anti-NaiD sentimcen did not 
reach double figures at the height of tlw 
1982/83 missile modernisalian debate or, 
for that matter, ust aulumn (he latest late 
for which Figures are available). 

Conversely, between RO and YU per 
cent of people polled hive been in favour 
of Nato membership. The aunın 1 OH {i= 
gure was R6 per cent. 

On what other political issue can there 
said to he such stable and convincing ma- 
jorities, despite considerable differences of 
opinion on details? 

This is equally’ truce of the yolnger pen-= 
eration, which otherwise holds markedly 
different views on almast all pulitical is- 


That makes no sense, nal tO mention 
nuclear devices already ınodernised that 
have such a limited range they would in- 
cvitahly he used in Germany — grenades 
or Minet, xay, 

Stuckpilcd in depats in northern Bia- 

tri, fur instince, (hey ougll, in the 

upinion of serious military experts, to he 
the first lû go, 

Robert McNamara, {he man wlose 
brainchild Nato's flexible response strate- 
gy was, is striclly and unreservedly in fa- 
vur of withdrawing theaire nuclear weil 
pons, urguing Lhat they only deter the 
Germans on whose doorstep they would 
land. 

Leading members of the Bonn coali- 
tion such as Alfred Dregger, Volker Rühè 
and Werner Hoyer HOW agree, 

The inference (o be drawn front this is 
that a strategy debate is overdue in Natu, 
yet none is in progress, at least not in pub- 
tic. 

This failure to hold one is what will 
nake missiles a campaign issue, and one 
that ntay cost votes. 

, Wolfgang Schmieg 

(Nürnberger Nachrichien, 1% Februury 19RY) 


Thatcher and 
Kohl agree 
to disagree 


Mî Thatcher can hardly have expect- 
cd to hear anything else from Hel- 
mut Kolıl on short-range missile moder- 
nisation in Frankfurt than what he had 
told US Secretary of State James Baker at 
ihe Chancellor’s Office in Bonn. 

Yet in orcler nol to have 1o admit that 
lhey had nade absolutely no headway on 
the issue in Frankfurt (he Cluınccllor tnd 
Britain's “Iron Lady” referred to the come” 
promise formula reached at the Inst Nato 
summit. 

It was iı Formula thu left all modernisa- 
tion oplinns open. Besides, Herr Koll 
and Mrs Thatcher were so insistent on 
agreeing in principle that they must surely 
be poles apart in practice, 

Washington and Whitehall continue to 
say A decişion musı be reuchêd ûn missile 
modernisalion at the Nato summit in 
May. 

They both bank on security as the 
mainstay of an “overall security and arms 
control concept" and are determined only 
ta negotiale with Mr Gorbachov from a 
position of strength, 

Bonn in contrast stubbornly insists on 
a mandale for talks with Moscow on 
short-range missiles to be held alongside 
ihe Yiennr negotiations on conventional 
stability in Europe. 

The Germans thus favour giving arms 
control priority in Nalo’s "overall con- 
cept.” Briain, like America, sees this as 
CGarbomania. 

Mirs Thatcher is equally unlikely to 
have learnt whether Chancellor Kohl, in 

Continued on page 8 
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with Herr Genscher being mainly to 
blame. Against this background the short- 
range nıissile modernisation dispute, on 
which the Chancellor would prefer to 
postpone 4 decision until after next year's 
general election, assumes the proportion 
of a matter of principle. 

Both sides have.relied for too long on 
the dynamism of continuing cordial rel- 
ations between Britain and Germany. 

The obvious outcome and-right conclu- 
sion to be reached from the Frankfurt 
talks is that a closer, more sensitive dia- 
logue is now needed, 

(Der Tagessplcgel, Berlin, 23 Februnry 19K) 


Continued {rom page 1 


gration than mast menıbers of the Eura- 

A1 Community. She is more concerned 
with the wider framework than with bu- 
reaucritic details, 

Plans for extending the “social dimen- 
sion" of the European internal market are 
Hot In tune with the mental outlook of 
Thatcherism. Above all, Britain — and the 
British Press — incrensingly feel there are 
grourkls ta doubt whether Bonn is entirely 
feliahle as a Nata partner 

Signs of « tendency toward neutiralism 
Or toward irresponsible arrangements with 
Mr Gorbuchov are felt to be apparent, 


| 


WM NATO TIES 


Missiles are 
sure {0 
be an Issue 


Si the CDU's paor showing ul the 
polls in Berfin Chancellor Koll has 
heen sure he docsn"t want a niissile de- 
bate, certainly not at the moment. 

That was why he chose to tore the line 
udopled by Forcign Minister Genscher, 
wher fur some lime has counselled biding 
time on lhe subjecl, 

Su Bonn"s answer to US and British 
urging is that there is no need for action 
tû be taken right now, 

Even al the Nato summit in May the 
Chancullor sees no need to do more than 
reaffirm the modernisation option. The 
“real decision" need not be (aken, as far 
4s the Bonn coalition is concerned, until 
l991. 

1n other words, 1Me issue is, iat all pos- 
sible, to he kept out of the forthcoming 
general election campaign. The SPD Op- 
position already suspects the coalition of 
pulling (he wool over volers’ eyes. 

The likelihood of stationing new shori- 
range US missiles in Germany playing no 
role in the general election campaign is 
slight, and for two reasons: 

1. The Vienng talks an conventional 
irmıs conlrol in Europe present Mr Oor- 
hachov with an opportunity of raising the 
issue of tactical nuclear weapons. 

The Savtet Lilian fs in any casc kecn to 
sec Ilis aspect ktkert inte utccount, espe- 
cially 4s Nalo has always argued that it 
needs tactical nuclear weapons t10 offset 
tbe East canvcntianal strperiurity, 

There is thus a logicul connection he- 
Ilwecn Ihe Iwo weapons categories, The 
Wintex uxercixses thal ate shortly ur be 
held will Icavc no doubt un this score 
viher. 

3. The West's kongawiaited overall 
cuncent İs due lo he presented at the May 
Nato sumnıil. Û ix nnlikely to he acceptel 
without contradiction, neither hy critical 
opinion in Nùto cuuntrivs nor hy Ihc Su-= 
viet lCuder, keen as he is on disarmament. 

Su beth conference will deal with arms 
and disarnıantent, including missiles, as 
lopical ugenda itenıs. And so they should, 

There is no other way in which military 
hurcaucrats either in Western capitals or 
a1 Nute headquarters in Brussels can be 
persuaded ta draw up alternatives, 

The prevailing viewpoint on Nato 
strategy continues to be flexible response, 
as adopted in 1957, even though ihe INF 
Treaty's ban on medium-rangc missiles 
has demolished one af its cornerstones, 

Two responses to the [NF Treaty are 
possible. Either you try to compensate for 
th¢ missiles scrapped (then there is ito 
need t0 change strategies) or you change 
your stralcEy. 

Nalo prefers the first approach, al- 
though compensation is only pussihle 10 u 
limited extent — the extent not covered 
by the terms af the INF Trey. 

That is why "Lance missile modernisa- 
tion" neludles plans to station missiles 
with i range of nearly SODkKm instead uf 
the Limes 12U kn. 

In more everyday terms it İS nm û Dat 
ter of kuunching the VW Goll tor Rabbil) 
10 replice Whe Beetle but of moving up- 
market tur, say, a BMW. 

US and British urging may he under- 
standlable, but so is the Chancellor's besi- 
tation. Misiles with a range of 45km 
will, ip the evet uf war, be aimed ıl lar- 
puts un Ciwrman soil or in neighbouring 
Poland, Crechosloevukin and Hungary. 
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Germans ‘admirable but an enigma,’ 


as the British see them 


Brilain and Germany have much in common, says David March, ile Flugricinl Times 
correspondent in Bonn, in an article wriiten fol the #renkfirter Itundschatt on (he eve 


of Mrs Thatcher's visit to Frankfuril for Anglo-German consulations wlth Chancellor 


Kohl. But they need to take ench other less for granted wiih misslle debate and Euro- 


image is one of almost dictatorial high- 
handedness, whereas Mr Kohl is por-= 
iruyed us a well-intentioned bumbling 
Biedermann. Have the rolcs heen re- 
verseel ? 


One must never gencrulise About na- 


tional character, hut the British are pop- 
ularly thought of as (he indecisive mud- 
dlers, wlıereas the Germans are, al least 
in British war films, the regimented 
brutes. 


Mr Kohl has lo take account of the 


German proportional clectoral systent 
which avoids the formation of farge ma- 
joritices and puts a premium on consen- 
sus and coalitions. 


Mirs Thi:dtcher can rule witl a massive 


majority in the House of Commons with 
an average of only 43 per cent of the 
popular vole aver the three gentral 
cleclions since 1979, 


One of Mr Kohl"s favourite long- 


winded anccdutes is how he wun #48.6 
per cent of the votes sutnding dgainst 
Schmidt in |1976 and sill faled to dû 
form ûd government. 


MNirs Thatcher cun altord tt hav il 


forceful style, Kohl cnnuot. 


There us however another reason ful 


the differétnces. The Germans, by hivtus-= 
Ty. are condemned nı Umpger l1 NMilvC 
rong Calder, aud Roll is the piouluct 
Oof history. 


Nîr Koll is not an outuiunding min: 


he is neither cxtiraBrdinirillyY ond nor 
extrauordinarilly had. He scems to put all 
his energies inl fhe task simply of re- 
maining Chancellor for as long as pussi- 
ble. 


The British art plêûused to hear thal 


ihe days of greater German ambitions 
are gone, but have nO interes{ lo Know 
anything more about him. 


Many normal Englislı people, if asked 


who Kohl was, would probably think he 
was the manager of the German football 
team. Indeed, Kohl told me in an inter-= 
view last week he used 1o be sehr begab! 
(“very talented") at football and said the 
Federal Republic was like a: First Divi- 
sion football team 1rying to slay at the 
top of the leaguc. 


.„. This isan apt analogy, and one that 


would appeal to the .English. There is 
far more conversation in English pubs 
about football 
whereas, in Germany, ordinary people 
really do talk about Mr Gensechgr or the 

,;' Qzanlock in their spare time. 
countries ' which can produce sophisti ' ° 
` cated capital goodé for the world mar- 
kets at atiraçtive prices. The Germans, < 
‘for all their faults, have shown that this : 
, is a speciality. which no-one can. take 


than about politics, 


` The Germans are extremely interest” 


ed in knowing what other people think 
about ‘them, whereas ‘the British, who 
have a wellrhi{ddèn, derahged Sense of 
' superiority,.Could not tare leşs. Thatch- 
`` erandıKohl however seem both to share 
the qunlity of not being very interested 
in what the athër person has to say, and 
concentrating far more on. their own 
message. o 


' While Britain's Margaret Thatcher i 


mare precise than the Yerboşe Mr Kohl; 
both are extremely. argumentalive. Mrs 
; Thatcher ‘is iHtellectually qlicker, bu} 
:, Mr Kdhi has better manners. Mr Koh] 
feels much more strongly more thar 
: Mrs Thatcher the need for a united Eu? 

` rope; büt if. practice there is probably 
' very little difference. Mr Kohl does not 


Continued. on' page 98 . 


pean internal market clashes alcad. . 


Been West Germany and Britain, 
there is neither fascinition nor fear. 
The relationship is nol over-intenyşe, but 
not over-friendly. A form of mystificd 
curiosity characierises bilateral links. [n 
Frankfurt today when Mrs Thalcher 
comies lo explore the soul of Mîr Kohl, 
mystification is likcly to dominate. . 

The Germans are puzzled how .the 
British can go on living in their littlo is- 
land without worrying more about lead 
in the petrol, becquerels in the milk, ni- 
trogen oxides in (he air and cadmium in 
the sea. 

Now that the UK is hecoming con” 
cerned about listeria in cheese, and a 
junior Minister beloved of Mrs Thatch- 
er has resigned over salmonella in cggs. 
the Germans have cause to feel relicved. 
The British are finally behaving like 
normal people. 

The British find {he Germans admir- 
able, but also an enigma. Being separat- 
ed by the Channel an the Low Countries 
rather than simply the Rhine, lhe Eng- 
lish — unlike France ~ car afford to 
take a morc detached vicw of the 
strenglhs and the weaknesses of the 
Germans. 

But, because Brilain remains an is- 
lund, Îs û view in which prejuclice and 
dwn itin unl UDMCLY till 
pinay a large pari. 

Generations of British schollchidre n 
have been 1old that Britain won 1he Sec- 
ond World War, and a sizeable portion 
of the economy is kept alive making 
films. writing bnoks and distributing 
memnrabilia bout the event. 

The British consequently find it cliffi- 
cult In explain, when they occasionally 
drive through Germany on cheap coach 
holidays to the Adriatic, why the war- 
shattered country and its houses, cars 
and public installations are all invar- 
iably larger, cleaner and more expen- 
sive-looking than in England. 

The Germans are indisputabiy reesta-=- 
blished as the industrial powerhouse of 
Europe. The German economy may 
have been ‘going through a phase of 
slower growth, and Mrs Thatcher’s Bri- 
tain may have engineered a “get-rich- 
quick" economic revolution by curbing 
the power of the unions and inflating the 
prices of houses. 1 

But that is no substitute for the solid- 
ly-implanted industrial might of ‘the 


“Germans, The future will belong to the 


away from them. i. “ li Mor 


5 


West Germany's enormous and still 
, growing trade’ surplus. .is.'of. course a :; 


. sympton not simply of virility. Thè Qer- 


mans save too much and consume,too ! 
little {eşpecially. qtlnprled goods): the } 

Hatcher's problem 
are just ' 


of ballooning trade deficlls — 


f.‏ ر 
But the Germans would worry about‏ 


' spending .to.much, especially. if .at. the 
same timê (hey. were adding tO pollu- ; 


tion; the British’ ate .more,or less fndif- 


: ferent about both matters. 
It is ironic'that Mirs Thatcher's public i 


. British — see Mrs 


. the opposite. ... 


سس س م 


The question asked is: how can the 


` status quo of division be retained, safe- 


guarded and cemented? The answer giv- 
en is: with the help of the single Euro- 
pean market and integration. 

„ Wet even this solution is HOt appar= 
ently above suspicion. 

One of the French fears voiced dur- 
ing he discussion was (hat, despite al| 
claims tu 1e contrary, the support tf 
the Federal Republic of Germany for 
greuter European integration and 1he 
internal market could be rûoted in a 
secret desire to use the influence of 4 
powerful single market to bring abou 
German reunification. : 

The fact that West German politi- 
cians have repeatedly given assurances 
that they do not want reunification in 
thc naf OF hol so êur fuiure doesn™t 
seenı lo help. 

The decisive factor is not So nuch 
what they say, but what is perceived in 
France as the objective political reality. 
The German Question is the decisive 
point of orientation. 

This perception and the associaled 
considerations were frankly formulated. 

Concern that something could be se1 
in motion in Central Europe jeopartlis- 
ing the status quo ~ especially moving 
towurds neutrality — was so great in 
some cases that even blocking detente 
would be considered at the first sign of a 
risk that the German Question might be 
geuing out of control. 

In this line of thought the GDR plays 
an inıportant role. 

Fur Paris it is the watchdog which 
disciplines the Germiuns “the way we 
like to have them.” 

The French mative for fostcring inte- 
gration in the European Community is 
fear of the idcûa if q4 Central Europe. the 
iden iat delenit Ml û Mı Mor Uu 
slighı disengagement of the great pow- 
ers in Germany might revive fhe popu- 
larity of the idea of u Cerftral Europ 
ind that the Federal Republic of Ger- 
miıny mighı “swim ong" with 1his sen- 
timenl. 

This is why the French Presilent is vı 
kecen un integration, even though the 
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creation of ihe internal markel will not‏ 
be able to completely allay such fears.‏ 

During the discussion it became clcar 
that this concern was primarily directed 
against tle notion of a “Common Euro- 
pean House". 

Soviet guests dt the discussion felt 
that the: foundation to such a project 
could be the agreements. on human 


„ rights recently drawn up in Vienna. 


This was not the only occasion on 

. which the Soviet, line of argument -fol- 
lowed Mr Gorbachov statements, .: 

. . fr his speech to the. United Natjons 
the Soviet leader professed his support 

for a “siigle orgahîsm' ûf ‘the ‘world 

` economy” outside of which no' state 
could develop normally, 


This implied a renunciation of an.iso- , 


. lated socialist economic system. 

'- Togethér with hiş técognition of the 
j “right of all people 'io freé' choice” and 
| his appeal for a poliçy of a.belance ofin- 
j terests by all and.with allj Mr-Gorba- 
, chov's ideas: were. reflected ip the re- 
' marks made by the Soviet spéêakers in 
` Berlin. : 

' Mr ‘Gorbachoy's reference to the 

| “right of peoples to free choice” was de- 
; finèd in more precise terms. 

’' ‘This includes the right of every peo- 


^. , 'Gontliiued on.page 16 . 


WW EUROPE 


Choice between 
integration and 
reunification? 


hen scientists, journalists and di- 

plomats from Eust and Wesl gel 
togcther for round-table talks they are 
rarely at a loss for topics of discussion. 

Aı ıhe moment their interest centres 
on the various facels of developments in 
the two "halves" of Eurépe! economic 
trends, the human rights Situation’ fnl-. 
lowing the successful talks in Vienna, 
and security and disarmament. 

The experts who come along to such 
gatherings are, as a rule, no strangers; 
they have known each other for years: 
The mecting in Berlin's Palitical Club 
was û0 excepilon. 

Insofar as reference is to Europe, 
East-West relations is synonymous with 
deliberation an detentê alid disarma- 
ment, confidence-building and coopera- 
lian: in sharl, the "European order.” 

` The European Community,’ its pro- 
pused single internal market, the idea of 
a European Common House and peres- 
traika are just some of thé key concepts 
on which views are aired. 

The major changes in the intcrnalian- 
al political environment find their ex- 
pression in the minar details of such 
discussions. 

The trudlitional dividing line uf Easl- 
West confrontation began lusing 1lie 
clarly of ils contours same time agv! 
now it has disappeared altı gether. 

Without all the verbal pussyfooting 
around possible sensitivities an analysis 
from ù West German perspective of 1h 
econoniice situation in Cameccon mMeêm- 
ber slates coınes lo the cunclusiun thiul 
their economies are pissing through i 
process of resiructuring marked by a 
growing orientation 1o Western Europe 
and a de facto dissolution of the Comec- 
on framewark. 

The analysis claims thud lhétir indus- 
trial plant and equipment is obsuletê, 
that their products are not internation- 
ally comıpelitive, and thal some Começ- 
on members are in fact no more than 
developing countries. 

This may be true, but such an asser- 
tion would have been misunderstoqd as 
a provocation not so long ago. Today it 
is confirmed as correct by the Poles. 

The economic aspect was only one of 
the subjects of particular significance. 

The German Question and security 
problems in general, both closely inter- 
connected, were also priority issues. 

The discussion broached something 
which is preferably pgglaated,by public 
discussions in the Fédéral’ Republic of 
Germany. 

ft showed just how intensely other 
countries are preoccupied with the Ger- 
man Question, especially those which 
shape its future, ا‎ 

it was no coincidence thal the most 
cnıphatic statements in' this cotinection 
were made by countries which still re- 
tain responsibility for Germany 23$: 4 
whole. e 
, lk was interesting fo note (yet again) 
just how dominant 8 role the German 
:Question plays in French thinking. 
i: It almost seemed as.if detente, disar- 
,mament, the single European market, 
: Western integration, ğlasnost and dem- 
Ocratisation trends in Fastern. Europe 
‘are regarded as just Yariations on one 
.and the same theme... . -. 
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rooted in all of us." He was writing i 
Sende, u theoretical magazine clûsely 
linked to the CDU. 

He suid thut a step to overcoming his 
deep-scated nalionalisnı “would be the 
liberalisation of immigration and asylum 
legislation.” 

According to the law as it is today “ıo 
Jews who fled Ihe country after 1933 ure 
til the outbreak of lhe wûr" would qualif 
for political asylum in the Federal Re 
public, Professor Oberndörfer argues. 

It is just this which gives success to hr 
righi-wing and seems once more 10 hav 
bhecane icceptable. 

For instance, Wigbert OGraberl of 
Tübingen publishes books with such liil 
as Arcschwitz-Afythos and Kriegsasclhldl 
iige as well as Handbuch xt’ Detuschre 
Nation, wirin by neo-ntionztlist Willms. 

Writers for in anlhalogy include 
Christa Meves, publishing alitor of U 
Riuinischer Alerkur: Gerd-Kluus Kalter 
brunnur, among other things publishing 
cditor of a series entilcd Jrritittit, PU 
blished by Hercler-Verlag. 

Chancellor Helmut Kuhl visited Ik 
Grabert stand at the 1985 Frankf 
Book Fair, and Grabert still lıses this in 
its advertising. 

Another example, une of nmitny: Ord 
Klaus Kaltenbrunner wriles in the mage 
zine AUF and publishes buoks in tht 
sante publishing house. 

Helmut Koh adnrits thal he isa "Teg 
lar reader" and Defence Minister Rupert 
Scholz gives interviews 10 this glo} 
magazine. 
` İn the counter-espionige agency's F 
port of IY84 if was desşeribecl us an ê 
{reme right-wing publication, H is PF 
blished by Bernhard Wintzek, who fs 
euitor-in-chief us well, Ile is a fom 
founder of “Aktion Widerstirl." 

This is, then, ù collection of right-wing" 
ers who, for example, clisparage WY 
Brandi and Herbert Wehner as “reN# 


r 


‘ciation politicians.” 


‘al! 

The 7.5 per tent vote for the Rejiibitens i 
Party in Berlin has worried the CDU/GV - 
stiff. All nt once everything is the 
building houses, the rights of: fortig™S 
and tough attitudes against asylum-seeke® 
`. Kaltenbrunner said that thiş is the WY i 
right-wingers profited from the “pem , 
of Christian Democrats:" and .from " :. 
failures of the centre," according Û“ ¦ 
Schrenck-Notzing. The: ‘extreme . r8Y , 
wing scoops up voters who are distf, ‘ 
pointed with Kohl's government.  :"" !: 

The time is ripe, the question of off F 
nisation pressing, according 
strategy paper. :- EE jii $ 


:.' Right-wing German nationalists area 


ming themselves to make a bid for Po 9 : 


And those who are.making the bid afe #°: 
longer öutsiders.  . . Wolfgang Stor . 


.' "(Deulsches Allgemelngs Soantag 
: '' Hamburg, 17 February fF: 
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Nötorlous neo-Nazl Michael Küûhnen (centre) at ceremony to mark the first 
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anniversary of Rudolf Hess's death, 


aiso involved in these activities, He is one 
of the leading representatives of neco-na- 
tionalism, a group which'regards the na- 
tion as the greatest good on earth, 

Wilims said: “There are no ideas that 
rank higher than the notion ‘of nation- 
hood or of the nation as a higher princi- 
ple." He regards the continuous argu- 
ments about Nazi criminals as “a weapon 
of oppression of the Germans as a na- 
lon," 

For years others including Mohler and 
the historian Diwald have worked against 
this and now they obviously have sırccess, 
for Caspar von Schrenck-Notzing, pu- 
blisher of the right-wing intellectual mag- 
azine Criticorn, can happily confirm that 
“with the revival of the debate about reu- 
nification the conservatives have come 
back fo a theme that should be theirs," 

The credit is not entirely due to thenı, 
They could not have set up the. require¬ 
ments îor ihis dlont., 

Indeed Muhler demanded a general 
amnesty for Nazi criminals in 1965, and 
again in 19835 Professor Hornung de- 
manded ihat CDÛ politicians should 
state clearly that “the Nazi past really be- 
longs to the past.” 

But historian Ernst Nolte, Joachim 
Fest, managing editor of the Frankfurter 
Allgemeine Zeitung, and others, who 
have tried to take the position in the his- 
torical dispute about the genocide of the 
Jews, that it was not a unique event, have 
given right-wing intellectuals their oppor- 
(unity. 

The principle of an unencuntbered 
debate about the nation and reunificalion 
has arisen from them. 

There is a third theme which is closely 
connected with this and portrays the 
character of this nationalism: alleged for- 
eign infiltration. 

, Arnim Mohler takes the view that "Na- 
tional Socialism has provided the people 
with emotional experiences, which ‘are 
unthinkable today, and in that there is a 
recipe for'suUccéšs,  ' * ' : 
, ` The asylum problem, which is beconi- 
Ing urgent, could make a populist right- 
wing strong." 

, În the thoroughly conservative maga- 
zine Crificon the state of the natloh' was 
analysed in this way: “Tlie biological po- 
tential of our' people is dying out, A 
clear (rend ‘to alien idfiltrationi can be 
quantified,” : 

In this, in fact, the character and the 
danger of this representation of national- 
ism is clear. It is hot only completely ex- 
cessive but it closes itself ‘off from every- 
thing foreign, admits only the Germans.’ 

It is, in effect; “an ethnic natlonalism." 
This is how Dieter Oberndörfer, a profés- 
sor'in Freiburg, referred to it in another 
connection, و > ا‎ 

.Oberndörfer ‘saidı that. .the pattern of 
thought of this. nationalism “was deeply 


e 
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Neo-Nazi ban highlights need 
to fight right-wing fringe 


Over Ile past ten years they have been 
involved in 25 deaths and many people 
severely injured. 

Their targets are foreigners and asy- 
lum-seckers, They are involved within 
and outside the neo-Nazi scence, . 

But the line of demarcation cannot be 
drawn as cleanly as that, for tlıe police are 
constantly making impresşive arms finds 
among neo-Nazis, particuiarly automatic 
weapons. 

Michacl Kühnen is one of the organis- 
ers of this; his "Liberal German Workers 
Party” is one of the organisational cen-= 
tres. They want a nation led by a Führer, 
no democracy anid no foreigners. 

The National Democrats (NPD) and 
ihe Deutsche Volksunion {DVU), both 
making up the so-called old right, lave in 
general distanced themselves from these 
violent groups, mainly for tactical rea- 
#ONs, 

They want to win votes. They are tak- 
mg a parliamentary path to power, İn 
times when their successes ate to say the 
least modest, Hitler salutes and acts of ar- 
son do not help. 

In the Baden-Wiürtıemberg state elec- 
tion they gained only 2.1 per cent of the 
vote: in Schleswig-Holstein 1.2 per cent, 

The electoral alliance with Frey's DVU 
did achieve something: their joint ticket 
has one member in the Brenıen House of 
Representatives. 

They cannot compete with 
Schönhüber's Republicans for popularity, 
of course, But where ideas are concerned 
they need harcly warry. 

The National Democrats maintain that 
ihe fundamental points of Schönhuber's 
programme have bcen copied from NPD 
guidelines. 

On the Schönhuber programme Alfred 
Dregger, CODU/CSU parliamenary lead- 
er, has again said: "They have copied 
most of it from us." 

Max Streibl, CSU Prime Minister of 
Bavaria, confirmed this, CDU general se- 
cretary Heiner Geissler disagrees. He 
said that they were formerly the'NPD and 
must be fought against as such. The Re- 
publicans are, in fact, extremists, he said, 

Who is what? Is today’s CSU the for- 
mer NPD, or are the Republicans today’s 


SONNTAGSBLATT 


CSU, or the other way round or what? 
Whatever it might be Schönhuber's mes- 
sage is clear: "Reunification without ifs 
and buts, an end to the Nazi past, tough 
attitudes to foreigners and asylum-seek- 
ers.” 

For years the so-called intellectuals 
from Grabert to Schrenck-Notzing have 
hammered away at these themes, levelling 
out !he way ahead. ي‎ 

There is for instante Arnim Mohler, 
until he retired direclor of the Carl Frie- 
drich von Sicmens Foundation, a first- 
class think tank, ۰ 

He said: “The deadly sin of post-war 
conservatism was that it believed it could 
neglect the task ‘of winning back a sense 
of national identity out of consideratiûn 
of Hitler and the pasl.” 

The consequence has been: a halt to 
the National Socialist debate, to make re- 
unification and nation a theme with 
which the right can again lead. 

Bernurd Willms, a political scientist, is 


MI Kûühnen is the man behind 

the neo-Nazi scene in the Federal 
Republic. Wearing army bools and nıak- 
ing rhe Hiller sale he marches into the 
headfines. 

ie was again in the headlines because 
interior Minister’ Fricdrich Zimmermann 
tried io make use of him to disprove whal 
cannot be disproved; that he, Zimmer- 
mann,. doesn't see right-wing exiremism 
as a potential threat to parliamentary 
democracy in ihe Federal Republic be- 
cause le ducsn"l want lo. : 

Nothing has changed wilh banning 
Kiühnen's Narionale Sammltng. lt was 
just a successor to n previous Kühnen 
group banned in 1983. 

1f the former ban is not to become jist 
nonsense and Zimnıermann loses his cre- 
dibiliry then le bas had to act in this way 
NOW. 

Zimmermann wants to make us belicve 
his move is a “blow against the neo-Na- 
ZS. 

IF he inlends to co that he nust acl 
dgainst the rabblce-rmusing, anti-foreigner 
propaganda. He has halted the expansion 
uf the neo-Nazis but he has not put a stop 
to thenı. 

šo Kühnen is well known from the re- 
cent headlines, And Gerhard Frey? Have 
yuu heard of this rich Munich publisher 
and his publications? Narfonafczeirung, for 
instance, is avullable every weck ut tews- 
Paper slitnds, 

Most Germans probably do know hint; 
they will certainly have heard of Franz 
Schûnhuher, feader of ihe Republican 
Partly. 

But they probably wort have heard of 
Wighert Grabert, Professnr Hornung, 
Arnim Mohler, Bernard Wintzek, Hell- 
mut Diwald, Caspar von Schrenck-Notz- 
ing; the fist is long. 

[t would be as well lo get to know them 
in good time to understand what they 
think anıd intend. 

Schönhuber’s election success in Ber- 
lin has made these men restless. They be- 
lieve that the time is ripe for the new Ger- 
man right to come oul into the open. 

If that is the case it iş the result of their 
own activities. They are the wire-pullers, 
the ideologists, the strategists beyond the 
right-wing of the CDU/CSU to the fur- 
thest righı you can gel. : 

They have worked to crcate a powerful 
infrastructure of discussion groups, stu dy 
centres, book publishing and information 
services. 

One objection can be made. One can 
ask what the extremely conservative pub- 
licist Caspar von Schrenck-Notzing has 
to do with the extreme right-wing pu- 
biisher Gerhard Frey, and what this has 
tu do with the neo-Nazi scene, which 
makes use of violence? 

Karlheinz Weissmann, one of the as- 
tutê strategists in this group, provides A 
provisional answer al least. He said: 
“Fenr of contamination has dwindled. 
The lines of demarenlian bçtween nation- 
ulists, national revolutioniuries, the new 
right znd canservulives have become 
blurred. 

Ie quotes the neuv-nationulist Bernard 
Wills: “Anyone who was worried nbout 
kbzing called u Fascist is n collaborator und 
a cward.” 

Let us begin ut the extreme right-wing, 
There are here close {0 45U exirenie 
righiwinyers who, according lo ihe Fey 
fussungschug, the Culogne-based coun- 
ter-espionağe agency, arc "mililanl," 
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Diversifying: from brand-name 
potatoes to industrial starch 


techniques of crops to be used for making 
starch are hardly any different from the 
methods used in agriculture to produce 
crops for foodstuffs and animal feed. 

, It is hoped that new varieties of pola- 
to will increase yields oflihe vegctable 
per hectare for starch production. 

Efforts are being made to develop 
varielies èf maize suilable for the Fed- 
eral Republic and for starch production. 

Success has been achicved in cultivat- 
ing peas rich in amyl. 

There are considerable diffcrences in 
the production of starch from potatoes, 
on the one hand, and fron maize and 
wheat on the other; slarch from pota- 
toes can only be obtained seasonally, 
while starch fron maize or wheat can be 
obtained throughout the year. 

The reason for Ihis is that poliHocs 
can't be stored for as long as either 
wheat or miılze. 

In the industrial sector there are three 
areus where starch can be depluyed. 
Starch is cirher used as a source of glur¬ 
cose, a cheap macro-malccute our fbr 
specialised applications. 

Interest in siarch ù5 a surete uf carbons 
will probably increase fur bivtechniciul 
processes andl as a Source of glucast. 

The requirements for carhon sources in 
bimMech applications will also increase us u 
resul of this, because aboruatory imd pill 
methods. tested biucch production prtt= 
cusses, dre gulng ino opcruliur for {i 
whould serids of sultstiinces. 

Cunslderable growth in demand fer 
serbons van be CSpectcd in the tinmcali- 
uie ttiure for Ihe production of speciil 
chemical and pharnıaceuttcal products. 

The high consumption uf cirbuns re- 
sulıs mainly frum the 1ypicilly unfia- 
vuurable relationship between cuarhons 
and the end product in lhe Manufucturt 
ùf specialised products. 

Bearing German agricultural intercsls 
in mind sectors havê been Identified which 
cuuld prove successful If additional re- 
search funds could be made available. 

This involves the devclopntent of new 
techniques for the cultivaticn and har- 
vesting of these raw materials to obtain 
starch for technical purposes. 

The investigations into new uses Io 
which starch could be pu in vartous in- 
dustries are especially important, parti- 
cularly as regards quality requirements 
for raw malerials.. 

For this reason emphasis is being giv- 
en to renewable raw materials. Miarket- 
ing methods will be. exanıined, the pot- 
entials of markets.in. the medium- and 
long-term will be defined and various 
other ideas looked at, such as how new 

market potentials. can bë .supplied by 
Germanı produots.. 4 
‘The purpose of all these ‘activities is 
to find out how starch produced in the 
Federal Republic. canbe used continu- 
ously and .effeclively’ outside the food- 
stuffs industry. . - - : 


Despite all these activities, however, 
one point must be emphasised; a short-- 


term’ solution of’ existing. agricultural 
problems will'not.be found by’cultiva= 
tion to produce industrial starch, 

Thera is ‘still a lot of rescarch to be 
dane in producing strains, conversions 
and application 'tecchnigues to ‘achieve 


results .of. any consequence to agricul- 
e ee ا‎ 


{UrC,..! e. rr? 


It is also riecbssaty. for industry to 
show f certain umount of creativity‘and’ 


readiness to take risks, : 
i (Diê Well, Bouin, 26 January 1 9R9) 


anid, the - 


WI German agriculture is putting 
its hopes on starch. The national 


image of ihe, poiato has improved no 
end and there has been a constant in- 
crease in sales. 

There is also more and more talk 
about starch for industry. But here it is 
recognised that extensive research has 
still te be done. : 

There are now more than |00 potalo 
diets available. The contents of the re- 
cipes are fully explained. In this way the 
old image of the potato as fattening has 
been overcome. 

Rice and noodles have not driven the 
potato out of diet plans, and even the 
very best restaurants include potaioes 
on their nienus. ١ 

In 1972 the Central Marketing Board 
of Gerntan Agriculture brought out the 
“AckerGold"” joint trade mark, allhouglı 
cevêryone knew then how difflcull it 
would be to make the potato inle an 
item of mıss-market appeal. 

Consumers had to gel used to the 
quality irade mark in their shops. Now 
76 per cent of all adult consumers kiow 
the “Ackerûold" ırade mark. 

Bıuı five years ago companies Knew 
that ti was not enough to concentrate on 
quality by buying in supplics on the fret 
market, careful sorting and strict quality 
control, 

The retall foodstuffs trade wanled il 
cuntinuily in supplies with top çqulality 
potatoes throughout the seasun belor 
the trade was prepared tt muke Bire 
shop space uvalalMe Tor pollincs., 

Ihere are now 4UUU tarmêrs 
linked together hy agreentenis: in addi- 
lian JIO warehousing and distributing 
companies and 13J "AckerGold" pack- 
ing companies all over the Federal Re- 
public have concluded cultivation, sup- 
ply and purchase contracts. 

ln (hê pùst few yeûurs une million tuns 
of potatoes, 7DÛ,UUÛD tons uf naize and 
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300,000 tons of wheat have been pro- 
cessed inta 750,UÛ0Q tans of starch. 

The foodstuffs sector used 400,000 
tons of this starch, industry the reniain- 
ing 350,000 tons. : 

These figures broken down show that 
135,000 tons was taken up by the pa- 
per-manufacturing industry, 115,000 
tons by the chemicals industry and 
50,000 tons by corrugated cardboard 
producers. :; : 


„The lack of research :into the uses of, 
starch is: the: reason.why.it: has «not..be-' 


fore been more, widely. used in , the 


chemicals industry and industry gener-: 


ally. ..* ا ل‎ 
ı„ It tias been recognised in the Federal): 
Republic that something must be :done 
about this iack of coordinated research 
in.universities and industry: This has led 
to the setting up of a combined project. 
Although starch is -present in: any 
number: of plants it is primarily pro- 
duced from' maize, wheat and potatoes 
in the: European i: Cammunily 
world as a whole. : ' : 2 
. Potatoes. and wheat ‘are cultivated’ in 
Ihe ‘Federal Republic aş: the ıbasio for: 
starch production. Maize:is not used be 
cause.lhere is no variety.avallable-that İs 
suitable to the climate. | 


The cultivation; care and. harvestillg. . 


mous ‘by the Chernoby!‘reactor melt- 
down, and Cobalt 60, which is a by-pro- 
duct of nuclear:fission, are’ both sus-, 
pected of being the source of the con- 
troversial gamma radiation; 

Food subjected to radiution is not it- 
self radioactive. Radiation 'knocks oul 
clectrons as it passes through the food 
molecules. 

Products of radiolysis, the chemical 
decomposition of substances by radia- 
tion, are created. They are aggressive 
substances which critics claim can 
change genetic factors and cause can- 
cer. 

Professor Konrad Pfeilner of Bonn 
University, an Opponent of the method, 
has reported on Russian tests with rats, 
which have beeh fed ratdliation-tirenated 
food. : 8 
Scientists observed disturbances of 
kidney functions and a weakening of lhe 
immune system. 

Other scientists have examined un- 
dernourished [ndian children, who have 
been fed with radiation-treatcd wheal. 
They confirmed that the children 
showed anomalies in their white blood 
corpuscles. 

lt is hard tû believe the statement that 
ridialion treatment is similar to conven- 
tional heat treatment. Silke Schwarlau 
of the consumers centre in Hamburg 
sdid: "IL is well-known what happens in 
cooking.” 

She added that research should be 
undertaken to find ways of curbing the 
harmful substances, which are found 
new in most foodstuffs. 

Bui what happens when radiation 
methocls ure applied? She said: “DDT 
miay decompose with radiation and be- 
cume even mare lethal." 

usted uf reducing pullutiun hy 
dangernus chemicils, which supporters 
u he ethodl alay CAIN i ah lv an- 
tage, radiation bombardment could cre- 
alte additional harmful suhstances, But 
no-ûane Knuws much ubout this, 

Scientists cannot say in detail what 
happens when û chicken. or a strawher- 
ry or û prawn is bomharded with nıas- 
sive amounis nf enertY. 

NMiuy vitamins sre lust through riudi- 
uuctive conservation methods, particu- 
larly vitamins C,. A, E and B,. An apple, 
treated with radiation, only retains 3J 
per cent of its ûriginal vitamin C coıı- 
tent. 

With limited doses of radiation there 
is also a decline in the albumen contêeni. 

Frequently the colour and taste of 
food is altered by this method of con- 
serving food. These shortcomings are 
made up for by aroma and colour addi- 
tives, according to the consumers asso-~ 
cialtions. 

. There could possibly be more dang- 
eraus elements in the food than fewer, 
as promised. This could also apply to 


- the nümber of disease-causing agents, 


which are the reason why food is treated 
by radiation in the first place. 
A ımaximüii' dose of teh Kilogray, ds 
proposed .by the European Comınisr 
sion, does not kill all germs, Many nlc 
robes are rëšsistant to radiation treat 
ment, including the botulinüus bacillus, 
which frequently causes fatal food poi-' 
soning called botulism, ,;: i ' 
The danger, according tb one fOood- 
siuffs chemist, is that radiation sêcks 
out specific micro-organisms. " 
What is particûlèrly ‘disturbing is that 
purchasers cÖüld' not detect spoiled’ 
food by lis appearapcê ör smell, be- 
cause radiation haş destroygd (Hë typi- 
cal putriflefs i 
‘Consûmer' prétectioh stands or falls 
with the praofs ûf tadiation methods of 
pteservinğ’ foods. So far the standard 
techoüiquek’ have not been suitable for 
. ` ı ‘.. Continued on page 8 . 1. .: 
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Gamma rays: 
consumers 
must choose 


he day is not far off when we will be 

able to buy a grilled chicken in a su- 
permarket, cooked, vacuum-packed 
and given radiation treatment. 

its shelf life could be up io eight 
years, and all you have to do is heat it 
uP. 8 

Two years ago in Time magazine phy- 
sicist Marlin Welt, founder of an Amer» 
ican radiation company, spoke in this 
way about his dream of preserving food. 

After 1992 his vision could become 
reality in the single European market. 
Al the end of last year the European 
Commission made proposals for stan” 
dardising ılhe regulations governing 
foodstuffs in the Community. 

These proposals approve radiation 
treatment for 12 products, incluling 
sirawberries, poultry, nıangoes and 
frogs’ legs. 

In Germany and Britain radiation 
treatment lo preserve food is generally 
prohibited. Producers in Belgium, 
France and Spain are permilled to pre- 
serve herbs in this Way. 

In Holland the use of radiation treat” 
ment is allowed in principle. Limited 
quantities of radiation are permitted to 
prevent polutucs, onions and gurlic 
from germiniding. 

There has heen considcrable debate 
about the advantages and diungers nf 
tht muthod olf preserving loud vince he 
Ll Marines in the 1950s examined 
whether fond could be preserved for 
çubnıiarin¢ crews hy radivaclive bom- 
bardlment. 

The advocates of lhe process HUNN lU 
lhe invesligûllons carried out by the 
Fond und Agriculture Organisiliun, the 
World Health Organisation and the In- 
ternational Atomic Enerğy Apvncy in 
the late J970s. 

In autumn IYRU a committve report- 
ed that iı muximum dose of radiation of 
ten kilpgray was completely harmiess to 
good health. 

Physicists exprexs the amount of en- 
ergy absorbed by a kilogram of matter 
{measured in joules) in units of gray. 

Critics of the melhod, mainly con- 
sumer associations and the West Ger- 
mah Farmers Union, do not see eye to 
eye with the report by the UN's experts. 
They doubt very much whether it can be 
rated entirely harmless. 

The working group of consumers as- 
sociationis advised caution. A spokes- 
man said: “Many examples in the past 


show that materials, clgssitjed by scjen- +. 


lists as completely .har 
in many cases forbidden.” ' 

The Bonn government has not taken 
Up a position but calls for further tests 
ta show how necessary radiation is. - 

The Bonn: government seemed pre- 
pared to relax’ the general ban as re- 
gards herbs. ا‎ 

Sihce it' has been forbidden, then, to: 
ireat herbs with ethylene oxide — it has 
been shown that the gas can cause can-’ 
cer — the foodstuffs industry. has been 
looking for a substitute... . i. 

There are five radiation plants Op- 


less, are-"today 


erating in the Federal Republieı Thelf 


System is applied to exports and hosþi-= 
tal meals. They would very much like to 
step in, A RE A OTA 

The nuclear energy industry has alsa 
shown interest, Caesiunr137,.made fa- 
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Bane of inflation begins to 
worry Sensitive Germans 


StiadeutsdheZeitung; 


Tut is the steepest inerCrse MM kı 
Yes. 4 

What dppears in lhe production Stak 
today emerges in wholesale prices ly 
murroW ttnd in consumer prices the di 
fler lOMurrOW, 

Most economic CxXperls predict tha 
lhe average inflation rate for 1989 wil 
be 2.5 per cen, Bul we have alread) 
reuched that rale. 

Under these conditions it will be 
thre per cent by Lhe cud of the year. 

Many causes have contributed fo this 
development, A vital point is a the 
stability factors for foreign trade are no 
longer functioning. 

Oil, an important raw nıaterial, ha 
become dearer. Furthermore til: 
deutschemark has lost ground to lh 
dollar, the currency in which oil if 
traded. 

Last year, when lhc trend was goin; 
in the Opposite direction, exports tool 
ware of price stability. 

In times when money values ire alse 
luely stable, price stability compensate 
fully for the lomestie rale of inflation =} 
ratc of two per cent was Mentioned, 

These times are now past. Whal 
worse is that German industry is oper 
ing very Close pe full capicily axl nt 
turn morc and morc ulten 10 work. 
overlüime, which is expensive. aul wl 
conlrihules le Turlher incrvitscs In A. 
mllation rite. 

This is iı worry fo ulftcinls iı the Burr 
desbank. The Bank is at present ihe onl 
iuthorily which can clfectively count 
progressive inflatim. 

The Bink udmiueudlly has illowed tor 
Much mondtary growih. Tlie sins of ihe 
Pist dre now being reveiled, times when 
the Bink pumped mote money inte lk 
vceonomy hun thd Cconomy could hea 
from the vitwpuint of price stability. 

Cyelical and export rude grounds 
rule out the use of blunt strurnenb 
such as higler inlcres1 rules or i credil 
SqUCCZU, 

The only course which remains İS ¢ 
apply more sophisticated curls wii 
Toresceable consequenev thar the rule o 
currency erosion will be ucccléraled fof 
UME Helmut Maier-hfannhan 

(Sid deutsche Zeitung, Muni 
33 Iêbrunry 8! 


A characteristic of the present trade 

cycle is that fundamentally there is 
nothing spectacular about it. There are 
no powerful fluctuations upwards or 
downwards to unleash feverish tclivily 
again. 

So it is not surprising that the ¢ecan- 
omic upswing has cautiously ap- 
proached each condition in which warn- 
ing lights are now blinking, 

This is the case at the moment and the 
blinks refer mainly to price irends, 
which have accelerated over the past 
few weeks, 

There has been much praise tur hav- 
ing tamed inflation: but it is igain rear- 
ing itş head. ' 

In this respect the past three years 
have been intoxicating. The value of 
money remained stable in 1986 and 
1987. The rate was just above or just 
below the zero mark. The retail price in- 
dex increased by 1.2 per cent during, 
1988, 


„But in the last months of last year it 
could be seen that this average inflation 


rate for the year was only of transitional 
value. 


‘Alarming' 2.6 per cent 


The inflation rate for January had al- 
ready reached the 2.6 per cent level in 
conpiurison with last year. 

The price index for the cost çf gro- 
ceries rinse 1H nf aric per cent in Decem- 
ber and Jimutıry alurte. 

This monthly rate ubviously CXigler- 
ales the Aclual sitıttion, hecause single 
special factors have substantially influ- 
enced it. 

This was primirily brought about by 
indirect tax increases from the beyginn- 
ing of this year. 

These price increises, ordained by 
the government, accoum for a good half 
of one percentage point, hence about iı 
half of the December-January index in- 
crease. 

Otherwise the jnflatiuon rate would 

then have been about two per cen1, 
. Obviously the Wiesbaden-based Fel- 
cral Statistics Office's annual inflation 
rate calculations will have to be 
scrapped. 


A clue to this is the most recent in- 


dustrial output prices. In January they 
were.2.9 per cent higher than a year d0. 


The Federal Republic and Luxem- 
bourg wart nothing to do with stock ex- 
change control returns. They regard these 
as anı infringement of bank confidentiality, 
which is regarded. as sacrosanct, and they 
sense state snooping. 

Gerhard Stoltenberg has said that in a 
stardirdised single European market 
ihere can be no place for tax havens. 

In his vicw Luxembourg, as a financial 
centre, oOperales with conditions which 
must he adjusted in the course of the for- 
matinn of a common European economic 
and cırrrency areca. 

But 1his does pose the questian: how 
otherwise can a small country maintain its 
position as a financial centre? 

Certainly a certain tax differential will 
be necessary at the very least to attract 
funds to the Grund Duchy. 

The main objection to a withholding 
tax is that there is the danger it will not 
achieve ifs purpose. 

The flight of funds to third countries 
can only be prevented if the European 
Community is shored up on the‘ outside 
by strict controls, 

The decision to abolish internal con- 
trols on capital is practically a cnmpulsion 
for external jiheralisation. 

‘The French, who will be allowed to 
ppen a bank account in the Federal Re- 
public in future, can hardly be prevented 
from looking for favourable investment 
opportunities for funds deposited here. 

Each new withholding tax in the Com- 
munity increases the temptation to switch 
to third countries, : 

The Dutch Finance Minister can be 
grateful (o Stoltenberg for the influx of 
funds into Holland after the introduction 
of (he withholding tax in the Federal Re- 
public. 

Should more capital vote with its fcet, 
public budgets will have to reckon with 
higher interest rales and charges. This will 
min hill ditional HS ference will be 
lost to some extent at least, 

The Commission intends to maintain 
ithe alractions of European financial cen- 
tres With specidl provisions. 

These include exempting Eutrobonds 
from withholding 1ax and giving prefer- 
ence to cCilizens domiciled outside the 
Community. 

The mare ¢xceptiuns there are made to 
the rules, th more limited will be the re- 
sults that can be expected front the tax. lts 
nppOnenis can take confort from the fact 
that it cannot get so bad again. 

Nine member-countries have their own 
form of withholding tax and two have .au- 
tomatic.stock exchange control returns. 
That should be enough to intensify the 
problem, There are opportunities over the 
next few months to think about solutions, 
All that is needed iş the political will to 


compramise, Wilfhelm Hadler' 
(Die Welt, Bonn, 15 February 1 RY} 
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Withholding tax 
and the single 
European market 
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WY molding lax is A rewarding subjeci 
for discussion. In Europe, as in the 
Federal Republic, it meets with upplause 
and catcalls. 2 

Opinion on the nced for a standard Eu- 
ropean Community rate of {aX on earn- 

ings front savings and capital investnıenıs 
viries depending where you are and what 
your interests arc, 

The Germans, who havc just intro- 
ducecl 1 national withholding lax, can 
preteen Ihemselves on having strongly sup- 
portccl lhe European Commission's plans. 

În muny ather spheres the British, 
Durtclı and Germans form a single front in 
the Economic and Financiul Council. Buf 
the Faeral Republic now stands apart 
from other menmber-countries on the 
ueStiun of tax hurmonisation, 

Is an alignment of tax rales really nc- 
cessiry tn ensure the liberalisation of cap- 
ital ınavements? Just a short while ago 
Bantıı answered na. Now Bonn is saying 
yes, even if in a cracked voice, 

Apart fram hapes of blocking tux- 
cvuders' well-trodden path Io Luxem- 
hourg, Bonn is certainly acting Ou of con- 
sideration of its political friends, the 
French. 

They lave cominuously mude tlıcir 
rendiness to support the abolition of capi- 
tal marke conirols dependent on joint 
mininıunt regulations in the battle ùgiinst 
the Hight of cupital, mainly male up of 
taxes unpaid. 

They fear, and righıly su, ihat u too 
miırked tas differential within the single 
Furopuun markel will lend {o untowurd 
movements ûf capilul and put liberalisa- 
Ion nwasures dlredy agreed once more 
Into Jutcsllun. 

The Briish. allegedly so closely buuınd 
tw the market, say: “I that is sa, you ınust 
reUce Your faxes." 

The Dutch, on the other hand, puritani- 
cully, speak up for systematic siock ex- 
change control returns from bunks to the 
tax authorities. 

No-one wants tn reduce taxes, neither 
finance ministers nor those who are con- 
cerned with the same {ax ireatment on 
carned incomes and Yields on capital, 
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perbikes. 


German engineer’s novel engine 
runs on supermarket salad oil 


lor fuel to salid oil, “As û private irnuli- 
vidual," says ElSbeu's patent cupincer, 
Thonas Kalbscı. “you cunt culverl il 
noter vehicle in Germany un the spur 
uf the manmgnl. 

“ wuuld take DM IOU.OOO to get thu 
cûr liceaed and on the roid. We ire 
mervly developing lhe idi.” 

But he readily cxpliuns houw the un- 
gine waurks: "In û diel engine the duit e 
ا‎ ike 1 Mcleod ts the biel. we 
usc only the quantity nccdcd. Surplus 
tir relales rund the combustion Zone 
ûs 40 ieulilioo mantle. 

I uur cngind were In be manutuac- 
tured in numbors cumpurable with the 
prductiun figures for comventinnil dic- 
sol CAgiNES it would cust las — hecuuse 
it has fewer parts.” 

The Suviet Uniun is the tirst COUNLFY 
u0 have bought licence rizhts 10 manu- 
facture the Elsbett engine in versions 
ranging from OU tro 43Û horse pnwer. 

German nîlor manufuciurers hive yet 
to show much interest in the idea even 
though most of them have been experi- 
menting with a wide range of alternalive 
fuels since the uil crisis in the carly 1970s, 

At Volkswagen in Wolfsburg, for in- 
stance, cxperimental vehicles use rapc 
oil as a fuel. “Whether and when series 
production will be possible,” says Peter 
Walzer, head of research at VW, “de- 
pends on the results of the trials now in 
progress.” 7 

Ground rape oil, he says, is Still WWice 
the price of diesel oil. What is more, it 
probably neéds further processing to 
ensurê longer engine life, which would 
treble the cost. 0 ا‎ 
_. Yet experiments continué, with alterna- 
tive fuels rahğihğ from potatoes; sugar 
bêet ‘aıd maize to bia-ethanol "refed 
from sugar cinc (on which over 1.2 milli- 
an cars rin in Brazil) and methanol, `: ` 

It remains to be scen whether hazar- 
dous'substances are emitted when these 
alternative fuel alls are burnt. 

The industrial use Ööf raþe' oil as 4 
lamp fuel. was.inaugurnted by..no less a 
historical personage, than Charlemagne, 


Professor.Walzer says: ... . . :;r .. 
. And if you have misgivings about us>-. 
ing foodgraih erops as.motor .fuel; YOU: 
may feel. Iess uneasy when ‘yöu realise 
that-about 30 per cent of the crop has. 
always been used as fodder: for horses. 


{Hamburger AbendblaH, 15 February 19089}. 


uu need drive no further than your 
j ee supermarket t0 refucl 
Günter Elshbett's “wonder car,” Featured 
recently un German TV. I runs on vep- 
etalle oil 4% sold by all grocers. 

Now Misa TV stur cvcryone ia isking 
ihe sme questions: How dous he en- 
gine work? When is il due te be muntt- 
ucturedl? Huw much will i1 cost’? 

it surprising thit (erman nielurisis 
Me aM bY el inlet tn ih CIN L- 
ronment-friendly car that runs ont six li- 
Ires of salad oil per JODkm, equivalent 
tu 47 miles per gallon?! 

Whut makes the idea even more intri- 
duling is thal salad uil costs less than 
cunventionûl mulor fuel. The cheapest 
vesetihle oil cunts 6U plennigs per litre. 

That is barely half he price dı the ill- 
inğ station, und the ergine will even ruıı 
un old fat from the frying pan. 

Since the TV show its inventor has 
been inundated in telephone inquiries at 
his home in Hilpullstein, Bavaria, 

But although the protolype works. 
und was seen to work on TV, it is still 
carly days. It will be a while before any- 
one can switch from conventional ma- 


ت 
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want Western inlegration to yo too fat, 
too fast, because this would block off the 
path to rapprochement (Aunahermng) 
with the East; Mrs Thatcher is also op- 
posed to this, but for different reasons, < 

Î must confess 1 am quite pleased that 


. neither can speak each other's language. 


assume that the interpréters have a diplo- 


matic’ training and have been: taught: 


therefore the value of discretion. 
. As û result, the conversation between 


Thatcher and Kohl today on the need for: 


modernising the Lance missiles arc likely 
to be a model of politeness, and the unity 
of the alliance will remain intact, , . ' 


I hope Mrs Thatcher has time'to-sce- 


more of Frankfurt, and nut just the 


Alte Oper. 1 would recqnimend a trip. 


to the Zoo. I hope too she will reflect 


that Frankfurt; aıd not Bonn, should 
have been ‘the capital.öf the Federal. 


Republic... : +, 


: Then thee woild have becn iess' banks: 
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E TRANSPORT 


Plastic-framed bike designed 
for status-conscious buyer 


Even in hilly areas, Conrad says, the bi- 
cycle is suitable as a means of-transport; it 
is merely a matter of organisation, 

Using the luggage compartment of the 
funicular railway rather than cycling uphill 
is a step in the right direction. > 

Yet lıe and his partner aren't put olf by 
steep gradients. They have cycled all round 
the Alps on their lightweight "specials." 

Series production is planned in about 

18 mûênths. Conrad and'Raffler have deve- 
loped the new design at their own expense, 

` A cycle manufacturer expressed interest 
at one point but was deterred by anı exper- 


. tisê which claimed tlıat plastic was not suf- 


ficiently stable as a cycle frame material, 

Undeterred, Conrad and Raffler carri- 
ed on, and trends seem lo bear out their 
confidence. The first bikes with all-plastic 
frames are already on sale in (he United 
States. : 
Similar in appeirance te conventional 
pushhikes, (hey merely use synthetic nalc- 
rials instead of tube steel or aluminium for 
the franc. 

“We were mulurally keen 10 make a 
name fur ourselves in the trade," Raffler 
suys, explaining why he und Conrad have 
devoted so nuch time to the project. 

Fle (eels-it has alrcady been well warth 
while. Having specialised in sportswear 
design. he his snun found nanufneturers 
iueresled in his designs for aecessorius 
such as i cycle helmet or u bikers ruek- 
sack, Christiane Wachsmann 

Siler Mu bilen, [SI uu [ey 


18 the early 1960s the motor-car was 


considered an unsuitable subject for 


students at (he Ulm college of design. 

“Jt was regarded as a luxury item," says 
designer Michael Conrad, a former stur 
dent, and thus ruled out by purists as inap- 
propriate for design studies. 

Yet Conrad was one of the first Ulm 
students to take a serious interest iı car 
design. He worked as an automotive de- 
signer for many years, but how fcels there 
are too many cars, 

What particularly annoys him is that the 
motor-car, a mode of transport which is 
anything but environment-friendly, largely 
serves A5 a status symbol, 

He sees the þushbike as a sound altern- 
ative to the car, He and his Ulm partner 
and fornıer fellow-student Dieter Raffler 
have designed a new all-plastic cycle 
frame. 

They hope their stylish, lightweight bike 
will appeal to a new category of consum- 
ers, “people who used to be tun car-fixated 
and would not otherwise be keun to bike 
it." Raffler says. 

Do they see their smarl new bicyele 
with it ali-plastic frame as a Pursche 
among pushbikes? Yes, more or less, It is 
certilinly not envisaged as a kuw-cosı pI'u- 
duct. They see it as selling for “not less 
than DM 24)00," 

I common sense has fuiled tu persuiule 
many MUlurists lu swilch from tour wheels 
to Iwo, then maybe cycling as a prestige 
uclivity might succeed, 
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Management 
for Soviet 
executiveşg 


Dambutget ® Abendblal 


| CXecutives in the Sov 
Union have much tn learn whey 
market-oriented cunpany manağe 
ment is cuncerned, : 

The German Federal Bovernméy 
has offered to help Soviet manağemey 
Irainces to learn more about sup 
and demand and cost efficiency. 

in [he process, Bonn is KCerıı 10 mark 
hand in hand with German indusiry, 

A wide-ranging programme of hasit 
And further training courses for Soviet 
Management trainces and executives j 
planned in Bonn. 


Agreemenl is scheduled to Kk 
reached in time for Mr Gorbachoy l 
sign a treaty during his state visit toh 
Federal Republic of Germany in mit 
Junc. 

Industrial companies and organs 
ations such as the Curl Duisherg Socie 
ly in Cologne and the Otto Beneck 
Foundution in Bonn are 10 be in charg: 
of works trainecslıip and sentinar-styl. 
raining urrangements. 

An initial cash input is to be pre 
vided by the Federal government. 
will he funcled by the Furcign Office. 

The Bunn govcrnmenlü's finanek 
backing will run for in initial thr 
yers, mounting lu DM 3m Uhis yu 
ind DMom in [9Y0 and [9Y1 

The Soviet Union is keenly interest 
cd and impatient to luuneh Ihe sehemt 
Same experience of Soviut 1rainee 
was gained last year, hut ıhe present 
plans are without precedent. 

They were triggered by Chancellor 
Kohl during his visil lı Moseow lal 
October. He offered 1,000 skilled 
workers and executives from the Sor 
viet Union training and Further irair 
ing facilities in the Federal Republic. 

The idea came from lhe German ir 
dustrial exceutives who Flew with Ih 
Chancellor to the Soviet Union, 

Soviet officials took the Chancellor 
at his word, saying the sooner @ PIU 
Grinime wits implementecl, the better. 

The Olo Beneeke Foundution isu, 
offer ils first in-house and compan 
IUDÎDNAE Cuurses for Sovicl trance: 
from this month in conjunction wi : 
the German Mechanical Engine 
and Plant Consıruction Industry AW 
ciation, ELE 

The Carl Duisberpg Society plans. 
Offer fresh courses in April, Five 
dred Soyiet trainees could nie 
courses with German companies iS | 
year. E, 

Once practical experience has-b ;. 
gained and contacts have been ا‎ 
blished in Germany, German -expefl f 


۳“ 


س 


are to run training courses in. Weste f 


free market economics. in the Sov f 
Union, 1 . 1 ا‎ 

Plans even go one step further. T# 
Bonn Education Ministry isı in tol 
with the Soviet authorities in conné 
tion with possibly:running' a QermaF 


style vocational trainiihg. system, sU ۲ 


ably geared to' meet Soviet. rêqY ا‎ | 
ments, in the Soviet Union, 2 


“ Wolfram Kroebêt. \. 


`` (Hamburgor Abenllhlat, 14 Februsity 1989 


1L ULKIMAN IKIBUNLE 


pressing problems, Many Mannheim 
trainces aim for promotion ts soon is 
possible when they fly back home, 
which often means they leave vocational 
training and fail to have a multiplier ef- 
fect. : 
Instead, they go.into industry, where 
they can earn more money. They under- 
take to work three to five years in voca- 
tional! training on returning home, but 
surveys İn Guatemala and Sudan show 
that many in fact drop out. 

Half the 180 Mannheim scholarship- 
holders from Sudan were found to have 
quit vocational training on their return; 
the figure for Guatemala was 50 out of 
130. 


Yet Herr Burk feels these percen- 
tages are bearable. “They aren't the 
dead loss we had feared." le sa Js 

A further problem is that vocational 
training in the Third World still often 
places too much emphasis on schooling, 

On the job training is often neglected, 
amouiting to little or nothing. This 
aspect is paid particular attention in 
Mannheim, where the emphasis is on 
theory and practice. 

Training courses and the modular sys- 
tem are accompanied by practical courses 
at selected German companies, In Costa 
Rica the Mannheim centre js backing an 
on-the-spot attempt to introduce the 
“dual” system of vocational training, 

Mannheim hopes it will be able to 
persuade Costa Rican tradc associ- 
ations to mediate between employers 
and governnıent training facilities in û 
reform of vocational truining. 

Herr Burk remains realistic, “We can 
only make suggestions,” he suys. “Respon- 
sibility lies with the country in question,” 

So his centre concentrates on training 
Third World scholarship-holders in 
Mannheim. His 600 trainees are to he 
giyen a. grounding in modern trades. 
such as motor mechanies and dtUlontatic 
control engineering. 

Betwecn !985 and 1988 the funds 1 
(he centre's disposal increased fron 
DNi9m to DMI8m a ycar. Most went 
toward staff salaries. 

There is now a tutor for each of the 
140 groups that are studying a course 
unit. He must be both a specialist and a 
person the scholarship-holders can aj 
proach and consult personally. 

Scholarsliip-holders are pakl 
DNM!1.000 a month, of which DM25( is 
deducted for rent. Trainees with faumi= 
lies send cvery pfenuig they can save 
back home. . : 

With cash-in hand strictly limited, the 
culture shock can hit schalarship-hol- 
ders hard. They nced SONICONC to ap- 
proach who can lıelp them and remoti- 


vate then. Frank Schwuibolcd 
' {Slulgurler Zellung, 2| Fehruury FYRu) 


, There may have been nio siğn of sub- 
Stantive consensus on the, controversial 
short-range missile issue, but Mrs ‘That- 
cher took good care of Herr Kohl, us it 
were. 0 

Britain is Keen on seeing greater atten- 
tion paid to the “quiet alliance," as Herr 
Kohl also calls the special relationship 
between Britain and Germany. ٠ 

In Bonn there are similar plans to give 
Anglo-German relations mare of tlie star 
billing that Franco-German tieş enjoy, 

It is always worth arguing a case with 
Mrs. Thatcher, who sought to enlist. the 
Bundesbank’s ŞUpport against a European 
Central bank and a currency union that 
would amount to a deutschémark zone. 

It would be ûs well to remember that 
Britain is fond of fence-sitting and usually 
doesn't jump onto a bandwaggon ühntil it 
has started to.roll and is gaining momen- 
r :'. Udo Bergdoll .- 

(Süd deutsche Zeitung, Munich; 22 February 1989) 
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Third World trainees learn 
their trade in Germany 


skilled maintenance staff, people who 

can handle equipment on their own.” 

That is why the Mannheim centre has 

trained over 9,400 scholarship-holders 

from Afro-Asian and Latin American 
countries in the past 25 years, 

These young people are “multipliers,” 
he says — people whose knowledge and 
skills, acquired in the Federal Republic 
of Germany, will be handed on to others 
in the Third World itself. EOE 

The Mannheim’ training courses aré 
no cake-walk; great expectations are 
placed in scholarship-holders on their 
return from Germany. 

It is hard work for both scholarship- 
holders and their instructors, Miguel 
Ramos, a Peruvian on the same course 
as Barry Alexis, outlines what is expect- 
êd of him back home: 1 

“When I arrive back home and siy i 
have spent two years in the Federal Re- 
public I will be (old: 'Oh well, in that case 
You musil now be able to do everything,” 

That is why hoth he and Barry are 
disappointed with the level of training 
provided in Mannheim, 

It is [ar too low, they agree, At the 
same time they concede that expect- 
ations hack home are both exaggerated 
and unrealistic, 

Yet the modular training system the 
Mannheint staff claiın is so exemplary is 
also criticised by scholarsli pP-holders, 

“There is no shortage of either ma- 
cules or material," sAys Samuel Ken- 
Bassie from Sierra Leone, “but there nr- 
ert enough instructors," 

Automobile mechanics instructor 
Pham Doan Duong agrees, “We have 13 
instructors but need at leas 30 to oper- 
ate the modular systenı satisfactorily." 

He nonetheless feels there is no bet- 
ter system, The modules, or course un- 
its, offer scholarship-holders a wide 
range of learning opportunities. 

Each module is a complete unit com- 
bining theory and practice. If scholar- 
ship-holders were to take all modules 
offered, 1hey could lay claim to the mast 
comprehensive training, 

In some cases they are unable to do 
so because too few scholarship-holders 
apply io study a particular module at a 
given time, 

There must be half a dozen, otherwise 
the course is not taught — because there 
aren't enough instructors to go round. 

Herr Burk feels he haş much more 


Continued from page 2 


lis much-quoted interview with the Finan- 
cial Times (“real dècision not untî] 1991# 
92"), was toeing Foreign Minister Gen- 
scher’s line or just rying to bide his time 
until after next Year's general election, 

The Chancellor, Britain too lias been 
lold, wants neither a third zero solution 
nor an election campuign in which missile 
moclernisation is a key issue. : 

Herr Genscher is meanwhile taking care 
lo ensure that not one conceivable Euro- 
Pean security Option is buried. 

Before Herr Kohl confers with Mrs 
Thutcher at the end of April in Oggers- 
hein, lhe Mannheim suburb where he and 
his family live, to iron out the differences 
hetween Bonn and its Anglo-Saxon allies, 
he must first try to reconcile the differing 
Viewpaints within the CDU/CSU and the 
Bunn coalition, : 5 

Time is short, and a Jate for coalition 
talks on this issuc has Yet to be arranged; 


| 


B+ Alexis, 33, from Grenada has 

Stl not come to terms with the cul- 
ture shock. He has been in Germany 
since last Novenıber yet is reminded al- 
most daily how different jife here is 
from life back home in the Caribbean. 

Take Christmas. “Back home we hold 
an open-air carnival on Christmas Eve," 
he says, “whereas people here sil 
around indoors,” 

The weather is something he feels 
Sure he will never ‘get used lo, jet he has 
no regrets about spending the next two 
Years in a'country where he will have to 
wear’ A sweater more often than a lee 
shirt. 

He is a motor mechanic and as keen 
As muslard to nıake a success of his 
course at the Mannheim trades training 
centre of the Berlin-based DSE, or Ger- 
man Foundation for International 
Development, 

The DSE also has n fond and igricul- 
ture training centr'c in Feldafing, Bavar- 
i. ûn education and science training 
centre in Bonn and a public administra- 
lion training centre in Berlin, 

Since 1960Û, when the DSE Wils 
Tounded by the Federal and Lang BOY- 
Critmlents, an estintted 70,00 manage- 
menl and eriıft trades trainees [rom ihc 
Third World have tended courses, 

The DŞE is answerable to the Federal 
Ministry of Economic Cnuperatiun, 
which funds its operations. 

The Mannheim training centre (rains 
lrades college instructors ' from Third 
World countries tuo. When thoy return 
home they will {ruin tradles college stu- 
dents in their own countries, 

Herbert Burk, the centre's directar, 
feels investing capital in the Third 
World is not enough — certainly not en- 
nugğh 10 constitute meaningful develop- 
ment aid. 

Investors who merely set up and 
quip factories don't do enough, he 
Suy's. “What the Third World lacks is 
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routine tise, Electron spin spectroscopy is 
used tıı monitor the treatment of meal, fish 
and seafoud, if these have bones or shells. 
The method is very costly, however, 

Since the beginning of this year Fed- 
cral Republic food controllers have 
used ù second, cheaper method to check 
lhese foodstuffs: thermolu minescence, 

The equipment registers the weak 
light which foodstuffs emit when ex- 
posed to energy rays, 

But foodstuffs controllers cannot con- 
firm with this method, for instance, whetl- 
cr wild marjoram ar paprika have been 
ireated with Cobalt 60 before these herhs 
were Used in the manufacture of sausages. 

Consumer associations are demand- 
ing that there should be an obligation to 
label all products. The European Com- 
mission's proposal lo label only goocls 
in which more than 25 por cent of the 
ingredients hive been subjected lo racli- 
utiûn treatment is nut gouul cnough, 

Liıbelling (or nol J could determine 
whether the preserved EOuls ure ac- 
cepted on the market. 

Since Chernobyl and the Nuclear renc- 
lar scandals which have recently hit the 
headlines, many consumers NOW have no 
lime for foodstuffs which have hecn 
treuted by radiation, Thomas Bastar 

{(Deuiehes Allgemeines Sunntagshlatt, 
Hiimhurg, | 7 Februnry [OY 
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Thomas Bernhard 
(Thon: Isolde Ohlbauni} 


He was on 1he way to counter-check- 
ing the dangerous monotony of his 
complaints and slanders with a humour 
inspired by Johann Nestroy (IROI- 
1862). 

Increasingly he enjoyed heing pro- 
vocalive and enjoyed scandals 10 the 
full. 

But his astonishingly extensive 
works, which he extracted front his car” 
ly experiences, dil not let onc forget for 
a moment thu he regarded himself, as 
he once pul İl, on the side of the “pris- 
oners" and never uan the side of the 
"guards. 

Nut ull his novels and pinys wil sur” 
vive. But what does survive is grcat li’ 


terinure. 
Heratlritred PHS rma 


(aqas egache Sladen: [7 Februar Luau) 
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In his autobiography he recalled his 
serious illness, He retraced again his 
journey through haspitals and TB clin- 
ics, 

He recalled his fellow-patients, termir- 
nally ill and dying, and he recalled the 
light, ihe music and the love which his 
graridfather, Johannes Freumbichler 
gave him. 

Bernhard freed himself from this su b- 
jecıive imprisonment. He was able. to 
distance himself from these events in the 
past. Life, the world became a stage for 
him. The dramatist in him took over. 

Hiş play Fest Jtir Boris was conceived, 
an orgy of charitablleness in which a 
cripple perishes. 

In J‘or dem Ruhestand a lawyer recalls 
his career in the Nazi period with ghost- 
ly arrogance. 

His play Die Jagegeselischaft takes 
place in the limbered house of the gencer- 
al, who is unaware of the decline of his 
forests, the pride of his past. 

These were followed by the works of 
his mature years for Bernhard Minetti, 
in part thrillingly grolesque: Per Weft- 
verþesserer, Der Schein triigt and Thea-= 
termrtcher, a Salirce on the fheatre which 
Minctti did not pluy. 

Bernhard acquired international rc-= 
cognition with 4Ausléschurng. 

Thomas Bernhard saw life is a “pra- 
cess of dying,” an experience which he 
never retracted. Later he introduecceel this 
inlo contemporary Jiterature with un- 
ique, uniquely gloomy, courage. 

Hea loved music and artistically ipiro- 
duced the rhythms of mustc, figuratively 
speuking, itu his pruse, He was a con- 
SLUM abstruse ric uf sucicly. 
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Playwright of despair dies 


He is obviously sucked hupelessly in- 
to the sombre events and he freed hinı- 
self by his searching participation, by his 
language, by his art. : 

The narrator saves his own life, even 
if he does not save that of the others. De- 
spair İs given expression and finds sup- 
poartin this. : 

lt was perhaps this thal led Bernhard 
early in the 1970s very suddenly to write 
about his own fate. 

He began his five-volume autobiogra=- 
phy: in 1975 the first volume appeared, 
Die Ursache (The Cause). the following 
year Der Keller (The Cellar), in 1978 
Der Aten (The Breath), then Die Kûlıe 
(The Cold) and Ein Kind {A Child). 

Until then he had felt himself to be ihe 
advocate of the distress of existence 
which pressed on people timelesxly, as it 
werd. 

Now he held up the personal distress 
of his own existence with its causes in 
the pûs und in society. 

He was born in 1931, the illegitimate 
san of a servant girl in Holland. 

He knew poverty and the narrowness 
of Austrian life during his childhuvod. He 
suffered from his petty buurgeois sur- 
roundings in Salzburg, where he went to 
i4 Cathnlic boarding schoul, In 194% le 
almcstdicd of luherceulasis, 


France. Hamhurz ss Kanmmerspiclg miule 
heuricil liinıy wilh IMC premicrc of 
Wilgnmg Buchel s fhe Mn CHethle 
on 21 Nuyenmber 1937. The following 
duy Burchert died. 

lda GChre wun the first (u récuanmisc the 
iheatricûal qualities of this ply For radu, 
She alsu realised Thal wus u hey work 
for (he pos1-wir tCNCraLGN. 

The Kammerspilet did nut revcivt 
much iu the way of subsidy, Moc und 
mêri over ihe years the thciutre had lo 
turn tO sophisticated centertainmdnt 
plays. it could no longer pul on Works cı 
an ambitiuus, literary nature. 

She fought hard for her theatre ünd 
was nicknamed “Nluller Courage des 
Theaters.” Naturally she pluyed Mother 
Courage in Brecht's play in Hamburg in 
1952. 

She was honoured many tinıes hy the 
city of Hamburg. She was made an hon- 
orary cilizen and given an honorary 
professorship. In 1988 she was given an 
honorary doctorate by the university. 

But her courageous life was haunted 
to the end by her past. in her memoirs, 
Gott hat einen grösseren Kop], mein 
Kind, which appeared in 1985, she 
wrole about her mistakes and “sins.” 
` lt would be wrong to say that the 
past pursued me into my drean1s, no, on 
;, ; the contrary. The past purşues me only 
“ when ÎI anı awake. Thoughts about the 
,,„, horrors have not become fewer, they are 
an inextinguishablé part of me, And yet 
‘in the last forly years 1] have known 

' without end much that is beautiful; 
.. much that brings happiness, for wlıich I 

am grateful," . , 
.ı `. At fheend she sel her own house in 
:." ordér. ‘The Kammerspiele will be ma- 

nuged by the “Bertha and ida Ehre 


, , Foundation." 1 
Ida Ehre wanted reconciliation and 


A grea person in the German thentre 
is dead. She died in Haırburg on 16 
February:.. . ر‎ 
Werner Schulze-Reinipell 


. {FTE fer Allgemeine zeltung 
. ا‎ chlaad, |7 Febroury 148y) 


"i." n, «(Phato? Sven Simon) . 


Grande dame of 
German stage 
dies aged 88 


1da Ehre 
‘heard of the outbreak of ‘the war. ‘The 
‘ship was forced to return to Hamburg: 


: Ida Ehre had to suffer the bitter years 
to the full and lost her mother and sister 


in the Thereslênstadt concentration ٤ 


camp. 
Hardly had the war ended than she 
was thinking about the future. She col- 


lected together well-known actors and, 


'difectors such as Hilde Krahl anû Woif- 
‘gang Llebeneiner, and never asked them 
what they iad done during the Nazi 
years. 


did not want to bring any skeletons out 
,of the cupboard. ا‎ ٤ 


She openecl her theatre to plays 
:which could ' not.bo performed befofé, 
‘mainly . from America, Britain and 


Aw [du Ehre saw as the turning 
point in her life ihe day ın 1'43 
When she Mis relcascd lium prism 
Hamburg, literally at tte last possible 
momemM Deford being iransporledl lo 
AUSCUWILZ, 

Her husband ld raised heaven and 
cGurth to achieve this, and he gave her la- 
ler the strength to Keep on involving 
herself for the weak, thi oppressed und 
for peice. 

After her experience in 1943 she de- 
cided to establish a theatre iufter the 
war, 

She was born on 9 July 19U. Sle was 
the oldest iuctress, director and theatre 
manager in thé Federal Republic. For 
3Û years she nıanaged Hamburg's Kanı- 
merspiele. True to her intention she 
founded it in 1945 and to the end she 
was its inspiration. 1 

If she did not have any, roles to play, 
Walter Jens .stepped in. He reworked 
The Trajan Women for her and even 
wrate for her a Lysistrata, grown old. 

She was .born İn Prerau in Mloravia, 
then part of, the Austro-Hungarian Em- 
pire. She grew up in Vienna. . 

When she was 18 she made her de- 
bute as. Goethe's ‘Iphigenia in Bielitz, 
SHesia, and performed "as any respect” 
able actress should," as Ida Ehre said of 
herself, all over the place; from Buchar- 
est to Cottbus,,from Bonn.to Königs- 
berg. (now Kaliningrad), and finally 
Stuttgart, Mannheim and’ Berlin, ' 

. She could .be seen in major roles al 
various. theatres in Berlin. She was of- 
fared .a . five-year . contract when. she 

. mqyed into the.new medium, films. '. ‘ 

. AJ! these Opportunities came to.noth 
ing in 1933. She was picked out as a Je- 
wess, but she was protected'to a certain 
extent by her miarriage tû a non-Jew:.. . 


He resigned is secure job as a senior 


physician Ini 1939..gnd’ both.took:’ pas- 
sage. to Chilè where Ida. Ehre intended 
{o sét up a thestreralang with other 
emigrés 1 ot Bee lt 


„ She. was:oh ,the "bighe ‘seas when she 


. A ustrian novelist, poet and playwright 

Thomas Bernhard has died of hgart 

failure at his home in Upper Austria. 

News of his death was withheld by lis 
relatives until after his burial iı Vienna. . 

The discreet manner of his funeral, 
obviously at his own request, is in direct 
contrast to the furore at Vienna's Burg- 
theater last November caused by his la- 
test play, {eldenplatz(Heroes" Square). 

For weeks on end politicians, newspa- 
pers and alleged patriots were up in 
arms against Bernhard, who was called 
the slanderer of Austria, the man who 
ran down his own country. 

Ciaus Peymann directed the play ai 
the Burgthcater. With its success more 
and more people recognised in tlie tragi- 
comic and despairing aciion of ihe play, 
involving a Jewish professor, fresh crili- 
cal attacks on Austria's Pùst. 

Bernhard did not die old. only 53, but 
he was no longer yuung when. Tiflcen 
years ago, hê became well-known tu a 
wide literary public as thc ninst rigorous 
and lugubrious, the mosı scandıl-prund 
and unsucinhld contemporiury writer il 
the Oerntian luNgUuige. 

His speeches when hc wis awarded 
prizes, devoid of grallludc, were Iru- 
uuwned. Fle created a storm when, wth 
hilind conımenis, he withdrew from the 
Germun Acidemy for linguape ind 
Poetry, when former Bonn Prexiclenl 
Walter Scheel was elected ;ı nember. 

Al the same time crities from ull over 
Europe 1ruvelled to Vienna for Ihe 
premières of his plays, almost all of thenı 
directed by Claus Peymann. 

His stories and novels made im it fi- 
gure in world literature. He wis liked by 
Tew, bul he could not he ignored. 

It did not seem that this would happen 
whên lis first novel, Frost, was pu” 
blished in [963 by Insel-Verlag., 

The world, and the literary world witlı 
it, was busy with reconstruction, with the 
re-establishment of the old order, on the 
one hand, but also with aggressively 
lurning social relationships topsy-turvy. 

Almast no-one was prepared to pive 
time and attention to post-war literature 
of despair, produced by Bernhard, a wrir 
ter who had uırned his back on the spirit 
of.the times, who concentrated on sick- 
ness, madness and death. 


frost had to be rgmaindered, lis back= 
ground was’ “standing ahd waiting in 
front of hopelessnéss," His subsequent 


novels, Warten and Ungenach, which on- 
1Y appeared in cheap editions from Suhr- 
kamp-Verlag, described .a similar back 
Bround. ا‎ : 

Their “sick-making qualities? exposed 


people, whose awareness of death fron 


childhood onwards grew to the highest 
Point of. excitation.’ Life: was .a catas- 
trophe.. And .the--“Ffantastic geometry, of 
disagreement" in..the. head allowed. no 
way out. ا‎ 

According to Bernhard. anyone who 
did.nat seê this made himself risible. ..' 

But despite allthis his books: dealt, 
with survival, His storles.constantly deal 
with survivors, from Frost, the story of d 
failed painter,to Verstörıng and Unfer- 
geher, the decline ıof a pianist allegedly 
competing with the geniusGlenn Gould. 
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(Photo: Sludliisches Kunslmuseum Bonn) 


the {fistuire nuturelle dating from 1926, a 
variciy of illustrations for literary lexts 
well as for an essay by Werner Heisenberg 
on “The heautiful in lhe exact sciences" of 
1971, t0 name just a few examples. 

It is not easy lo present so mùny marvek 
lous graphics in glass-cases. Encouraged 
by the crvstallinc structure in Max Ernst’ 
urauphics Kitharina Schmidt has added 
the artificillly of the lines and planes:her 
û fUarla, terr un MMCLRYSE ar AR ANMor 
ile — a "histuire naturelle," which mezat 
mare lo Mix Ernst (han just {he title old 
buok. Uxitla Bode 

{Die Zeit, Hamburg, 17 February 1984 
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Max Ernst: ‘Une semaine de bonté,’ 1934. 
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fresh importance 
with the Bolliger col- 
lection. The exhibi- 
tian is one of the last #1 
to be mounted in the 
old building, It .in- 
cludes books and 
graphics and pres- 
enls an important 
aspect of Max 
Ernst's work. His 
Dadaesque impetus 
and surreal fantasy 
continues to exist 
with particular in- 
tensity in volumes of 
books and in small 
format works,. A 
sense of enquiry, his 
toying with various 
thenes, were ever a 
present in the print- ES 
ed graphics and in E 
the books. He ex- f 
tended and varied 
classical possibilities 
within a wide-rang- 
ing technique, and his collage novels (La 
femme 100 têtes and Une semaine cle burıtê) 
are still the mysterious highpoint of his 
oeuvre —~ fantastic picture-literaturc and 
surreal, anarchistic fairy-tales, 

Hans Bolliger has not gone in for exag- 
gerations in his contribution to the cata- 
logue, beautifully presented and very well 
worth reading, 

He has collected a treasure irove of 
book graphics of our century fron ihc 
small books of the early Cologne periocl 
up to the Afaxirmiliana of 1964, 

He includes fRepétitions for Paul Elu- 
ards poems of 1922; the collage novels; 


ery book and every graphic drawing, even 
if! had it two or three times already.” 

Eventually Bolliger was also a dealer. 
He says today that every collection is a 
brake block on the road to oblivion, 

Since the grim times of Nationa! So- 
cialism, “when almost all evidence of 
human activity was becoming threal- 
ened with annihilation," he had seen 
himself as a brakeman out of protest. 

Bolliger said: “To collect is a gesture 
of protest against the threat of oblivion, 
being forgotten and decline.” 

Certainly this fate is not in store for 


„, Max Ernst today. But the items held by 


mıisèeums, particularly work on paper, 
are kept back from a wide public out of 
conservation considerations, and some- 
times they hibernate in a drawer (as for 
cxample the complete printed graphic 
oeuvre of Max Ernst, which has been 
owned by the city of Hanover since the 
beginning of the 1970s). 

Katharina Schmidt has been more in- 
telligent about this. She has taken the op- 
portunity of the Bolliger collection as wel! 
as the bundles of papers on documenta- 
tion and special literature, donated by col- 
lectors, to build up in Bonn the basics for 
research into Max Ernst's life and work. 

Another acquisition has contributed 
to this aim: a copy of that Cologne 
teaching alds catalogue, which was dis- 
covered ten years ago and proved to be 
the ınoast important source for the early 
collage works Max Ernst produced. 

Other museums in North Rhine-West- 
phalia, for exaınple the Düsseldorf collec- 
tion, include examples of his painting, 

The Bonn Art Museum, until now 
having only a few paintings and, on lo- 
an, a group of sculptures, has achieved a 


E ART 


Bonn museum exhibits Swiss 
Max Ernst collection 


| E the comie bird, draws his 
claw across the white paper and 
adds a sentence to his chcerful, arched 
reflection: “Anche io sono dottore." 

Max Ernst came from Cologne. At his 
parents request he studied at Bonn 
University but he had no intention of 
graduating. 

When he was given an honorary doc- 
1orate by the universily on & May 1972 
he was pleused enough to adorn the 
guestbook of his alma mater appropri- 
ately. 

This guestbook, belonging to the Art 
History Institute, is an amusing exhibit 
in a Max Ernst exhibition which proud- 
ly presents new material. 

Katharina Schmidt has ucquired for 
the Bonn Art Museum, which she di- 
rects, I01 illustrated books and 6U 
printed graphics out of every one of 1he 
artist's creative period. 

She did this with generous support 
from lhe Interior Ministry and with the 
tssistance of the Zirich antiquarian 
Hans Bolliger, who preferred to have 
his coallceliau taken in at one place in- 
steal of having it dispersed all over the 
place at an auction. 

Bolliger is a Swiss colleclor and 
chronicler of Dada in Europe. For him 
Max Ernsl was “a central figure who 
strongly influenced my fHif¢ and wiıo 
moutlded my collecting activities," 

His first acquisiliun, a copy of Une 
semaine de bontê, cost him 35 Swiss 
francs in 1943. 1 

Bolliger gut te know Miax Ernst ten 
years later. The conlact was friendly — 
heartfelt dedications made by the artist 
ın Bolliger show this, 

Bolliger instantly bought fronı him "ev- 


project, the Miussachuselts Museum of 
Contemporary Art, provided hy thé 
stale and various foundations, hive ak 
ready bucn apptoveu. 

ImportaM collectors Fron Milan 
London aud New York, including he 
German Architectural Museum in 
Frankfurt, have promised works on 
long-term loan. 

Thomas Krens guve a gala reception 
on the factory sile in Williamstown. 
Despile his appoinlnicm t6 Lhe GUE’ 
genheim Muscum he has remained loy” 


چ 


‘Al to his former institution. 


Speaking lo guests from ull over the 
world, Krens sail: "Our annual exhib 
lon here will be a must for every 4 
cnthusiast.” 

Krens 18 not worried by conlroYBss. . 


He ix an unconventional musgum:di ; 


rector, who likes to roar through WII” 1 

amstown on u BMW 900. Sceptt : 

New Yorkers didl not put him off 

he took up his job at the Guggenheim . 
He was already saying last sunmMê. , 


‘that New York, “despite the multitudt: , 
, Of its exhibitions, has nol yet demo. ' 


strated that it is aware of the signifi ; 
anice as regards quality and importan# 
of contemporary art, which it reall 
should have done. غ‎ 
“I believed it is important to:.beg, 


showing to the New York public. whieh, 


direction the Guggenheim will take i 
future. The ‘German Image’ exhibltlol 


gives the Museum an opportunity 0 
intensify its interpretative role in E) 


debate with European art.” 


8 
Hella Boschmaiin -]. f 
.„ (Dis Weli Born,.1 7 February 198 1 


Guggenheim Museum director 
shows modern German art 


Thomas Krens is a former college 
baseball player. He is more than 1.90) 
metres tall. He has a master's (legrec: 
from Yale, He seems to welcone being 
put to the test. 


Many insiders on the Hudson River 
See Il more as ceric than charming that 
Krens has come straight from the pro¬ 
vinces. He was the director of the Wil- 
liams College Museum of Art in Willi- 
amstown, Massachusetts, 

He has had an astonishing career, In 
the. pleasant hill country of the most 


western part of New England he was" 


able to build up within the space of a 
few years a highly modern museum or- 
ganisation. : : 

Until just a little while ago Williams- 
town was only of interest in art history 
far its prestigious Clark Art-Inatitute 
with its impressive collection öf: old 
masters, French impressionists and 
valuable silver, 

Now enthusiasts also come to Willi- 
amstown to see for instance the huge 
photographic collection of the Britons 
Gilbert & George. But soon Williams- 
town will have an even greater attrac- 
tion to entice visitors, 


. A mammoth museum for modern art 


is to be put up on the site of a disused 
textiles factory in neighbouring, indus- 


(rlal North Adams. The funds for. this . 


German art fans will be able to form 
their own views; the exhibition will be 
in Düsseldorf from May and from Sep- 
lember in Frankfurt, 

Il is easy to speculate that five or so 
years previously the exhibition would 
have been guaranteed success in New 
York, as the neo-expressionist answer 
by German artists to pop and minimal 
art. 

lt would have been fêted as a kind of 
artistic “economic miracle" and there 
would have been no lack of reverential 
emulators in Manhattan. 

American enthusiasm for the new 
German art began exactly ten years 
ago when in the same Guggenheim Mu- 
sem a major Joseph Beuys exhibition 
was mounted. 

Then traces of A cooling in relations 
began in the summer of 1987 with the 
"Berlinart”" perspective at the Museum 
of Modern Ari. 1 

It could be thal the startling praise. 
heaped on .the touring exhibition of 
Anselm Kicfer's work last year meant 
that in America 4 saturation point for 
German rl had been reached. : 

Bul unfortunute timing cannot be 
the total explanation for the’ curront 
mouud, To get to the hottom of-it, it is 
rcasonahle to take a closer look at the. 
man who has to û certain extent been 
mıde the scapegoat. ٤ 


VY Thomas Krens was appoint- 
ed director of the Guggenheim 
Museum in New York many New 
Yorkers asked: “Tom who?" 


Krens, 42, was quite unknown in 
New York art circles. The unknown 
man has now achieved some fame. 


Krens catapulted himself into the 
centre of controversy at the opening of 
his first exhibition, Refigrred Painting 
— Representational German Painting 
from 196010 1988 with the subtitle The 
German Image. 

A devastating review in the New 
Yark Times started things off. The new 
direetar was Lold that he had created a 
very ambilious exhibition, but the re- 
vicwer warned his readers: “This ex- 
hibition comes close to being a catas- 
trophe." Then: “After visiting it you 
will probably never want to sec a Ger- 
man picture again.” 

With so much negative comment it is 
naf surprising thal the New York 
newspaper erilic dil not find room to 
describe the exhibition in detail, 

No matter whether il was Penck or 
Polke, Richter or Kiefer almost all the 
41 artisis included, and their more 
thuit I 70) wurks, were hacked to pieces. 

There were compluints that the pic- 
lures had nal heen well hung hy Basel- 
itz, and that it wus “useful” te see the 
warks Of Rosemarie ‘Trockcil, Georg 
Hernil and Martin Kippenberger, who 
ufe “known in New York for their 
three-dimensionul works,". but whose 
“pictures in a puinting coplexl made 
little sense." : 
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difficulties Of‘many kinds. They will in 
part be due to pharmaceutical consider- 
ations, but equally to the condilion of 
aged and frequently depressive patients 
suffering from liquid deficiency and 
afher complaints for which (treatment 
cannot be interrupted. 

Treatment will thus, as discussed in 
Bad Homburg, almost certainly consist 
of several stages and a variety of drugs 
— the state of affairs dismissed as “over- 
medication” in the recent German deb- 
ate on a reform of the hcallh service, 

This description, incidentally, was 
based mainly on financial rather than or 
medical arguments. _ 

With problems on all sides, any treat- 
ment alternative medicine might be ahle 
to suggest must inevitably be consid- 
ered, not ta menlion methods of prce- 
vention and prophylaxis. 

The dispute over the réspective worth 
of "natural" and school medicinc is 
waged no less bitterly in connection 
with degeneralive complaints of lhe 
central nervnus system than in other 
conlexts. 

Success is hard 10 check in cither 
case, As for prophylaxis, if iş conceiv- 
able, iı principle at leust. 

But it nus constantly be borne in 
mind that bru cells are nit renewed in 
the course of Alzhcimer's disease and 
thal all attempts at prophylaxis mıust be 
aimed at keeping the patient mentally 
active and indepentlent fur as long us 
passihle. 


Keep brain active 


This objeciive hùs ù far-Ttenching 
bearing on all 1reatmenl, More enuldl 
clearly he donc in the carly viupges uf thr 
atbctlkarly aubhuaneed cuulltums ut 
Alzhvimei"s. 

The brain. for instance, must be kept 
cunstaly active. Memal training ta 
slow down the pace uf biological ageing 
is a technique fhal cuukl well make 
sense, the Baul Honburu gathering Ww ûs 
ald hy 4 number of speakers. 

As ne pu it: “A praclised, conslanl- 
ly exercised brain miy well he less çus- 
ceptible,” 

Wide-ranging measures fu forcstall 
upsets in oxygen supply to the brain and 
metabalic disturbances can, by the sane 
token, be considered long before old 
age too. 

This applies even more when the aim 
must be to ıturse the remaining mental 
faculties in an advanced case of Alzhei- 
mer's and to counteract swifl decline. 

As for prevention, İL has at first glance 
little, in principle, to do with treatment of 
individual patients ancl the care and atten- 
tion provided by their families. 

An overall climate of opinion favour- 
able for research into Lhe ageing of or- 
gans and organ systems is naturally de- 
sirable, especially as il now tends to be 
neglected in Germany. 2 1 
: The ; Federal Health Department 
ought, for that matter, to take less time 
to probe a new drug before licensing iti. 
The procedure can at present take up to 
two and a half years. 

People over 50 tend to fcel time ies, 
Ought not everything possible to be un- 
dertaken to stabilise life rhylhmıs s(trick- 
en by Alzheimer's? 

. Ought not everything to bc done to 
maintain as much quality of Hfe as at all 
possible? a : 

` ‘There are strong arguments in favour of 
holding an Alzhçinıer's hearing in Bonn fo 
takg¢.n closer look; via this particularly 
serioys complaint, at the factors that ham- 
per tešearch and.{reptment İn the German 


henith sJslem.. "' ° Reiultard Biehl’ 
(Hannoversche AHgemêlne,’l7 Fehrunrj | 989) 
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Alzheimer’s symposium shows the need for 
closer look at research and treatment 


by leaps and bounds, frequently within a 
period of sîx to 10 years. 

Views s1ill differ as to whether ihe 
complaint must inevitably take this 
course and is irreversible once it has 
reached a certain stage. 

There is al least a possibility of at-= 
tempting to treat Lhe disease, the aim 
being ito maintain brain performance, 
possibly to decelerate its decline and to 
stabilise a certain quality of life so that 
patients’ links with their surroundings 
are nat totally severed. 

Medical research has taken initial 
steps in this direction, at varying ex- 
pense and with varied success. 

A wide range of drıgs — serious ancl 
less serious — is on offer and sald to 
cambat an increasingly large number of 
symptoms that affect hrain functions of 
ane Kind or another. 

The pharmacuutical indusiry recently 
said there were over 100 drugs und pre- 
parations available in various parts ol 
the world (not dl being available or li- 
censa&l for sale everywhere) and 
claimed to help treat symptoms of Alz- 
heinter's, 

Treatments available in the Federal 
Republic, in some cases even on a doc- 
tar's prescription, LO treat Symptons of 
Alzheimer's and similar cumplain1s is 
nainly aimed ar influencing mMetahulic 
processes unl uxygun supply. 

Success cannot hd guiaranlced, sùuy's 
the pharmaceutical camnisien of the 
CG man Medici Û ouncil. 

The commission also notes thi spe- 
cific, desirable effects can take montlts 
to uccur and may, as in all cases ûf (ruit- 
ment for serious complaints, be accom- 
panied by serious side-effects. 

Time and side-effects are factors uf 
parlicular impnrtance in medical treat- 
ınent uf the aged. 

So new drugs lo [reat upsets in brain 
performance, Io keep to this general 
concept, must aclieve more than drugs 
now İn usê. 

The Hoechst Group, the leading Ger- 
man drug manufacturer, has catalogued 
major requirements. 

The conıpatibility of new drugs is, as 
several speakers noled in Bad Hom- 
burg, a most important point. 

They would invariably be adminis- 
tered on a'permanent basis to ageing or 
aged patients with weakened organ Sys- 
tems and suffering from other com-= 
plaints for which they were under other 
medication. 

At a recent press conference Hoechst 
spokesmen proudly announced that 
several anti-dementia' drugs were being 
develaped by the Group. < : 7 

‘They were-aimed in particular at halt- 
ing the steady decline in a number of 
nèuro-transmitiers, or “messenger” sub- 
stances, in the brain. 

. This decline heavily influences symp- 
toms of Alzheimer's. Glucose output 
needs to be improved. Indirect ipflu- 
ence must also be .brought to bear on 
neuro-transmitters, : 

„ Several potential Hoechst Alzheimer 
drügs have already reached the first 
stages of clinical trials. ' ET 

But thèy still have a. long way to go 
before they are licensed by the Federal 
Health Department ,and can be pre- 
scribed to {reat German patients, 
` All practical foredasts indicate that 

‘the introductign of drugs. (o treat Alz- 
heimer's:is!sute. tO be. accdnıpanied by 
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lists" of varying degrees of difficulty to‏ 
be memorised by patients and tested al‏ 
various stages of treatment.‏ 

Physical processes that can handicap 
mental performance particularly, in- 
clude oxygen starvation, to which the 
brain always responds most sensitively. 

It can be the consequence of poor cir- 
culation, however caused; it is probably 
more frequent and widespread than is 
generally assumed, 

Inadequate liquid intake recurs in all 
discussions about symptoms of Alzhei- 
mers. 

Other factors that must invariably be 
considered are alcoltol and drug abuse, 
environmental toxins and genetic fac- 
tors. 

Trace element deficiency has beeıı 
suspected of being partly to blanıe, as 
have germs that can be transnlitted by 
ticks. 

Alzheimer's is thus seen to be a com- 
plex disease toward which lherc arg, ¥ 
u Tule, several contributory factors. 

Yel distinctions cun 4nd ntust iv 
drawn bhelween Alzheimer" and hiolog- 
icul, everyday aspects uf ageing. 

Conventional symptoms of HpuCing 
miuinly include a greiter likelihood of 
vffering from bet ihn ail û Cm- 
sequently increasing weakness Of Var- 
inus organs and systems, such as the 
heurt and the hune ructlurv. 

As people grow ulder the weight ol 
heir brains gradually declines and elec- 
tric impulses emitted by the brain dlee- 
line in frequency. 

Certain frils of iMelligence muy nu 
longer be performed: an individual's in- 
telligence capacity remains, in principle, 
unchanged. 

This decline is naturally neither auto- 
matic nor gradual and regular, 

It can only be considered symptomal- 
ic of Alzheimer's if certain specific pec- 
uliarities occur, are superimposed and 
worsen. 

They begin with instances of forget 
fulness and poor concentration. Confu- 
sion ensues, heralding a condition in 
which the patient can no longer cope 
without outside help, 

ln the final stages of the disease pa- 
tients even forfeit the ability to talk and 
walk. 

Medioal research is working on the 
assumption. that a disturbance of. the 


. „glucose metabolism.in. the brain is main- 


lyto blame... . . . ure, . 
It ugsually affects only individual parts 
of the brain, with .the result that brain 
functions fail .successively rather. than 
simultaneously. : 

Parts of the brain that are associated 
with the emotions are relatively . un- 
scathed. - . 

These pathological changes, which 
are not solely associated with ageing, 
are the result ofa mass demise of nerve 
cells İn the brain, quantitatively reduc- 
ing the brain substance. ا‎ © 

Thé brain shrinks, as post-mortems 
— the: last bid to clarify: the course a 
complaint has taken — have confirmed. 

This: can no Jonger be regarded as a 
normal fegture of. growing old. Latest 
research findings.indicate that it occurs 


They include, for Instance, “shopping 


JF goren that telephone number yel 
again? Annoying, isn't it? But it 
needn't be a sign of Alzheimer's disease, 
the gradual mental decline that begins 
with just such minor, everyday lapses. 

Alzheimer’s or not is nonetheless the 
question. There are alarming signs that 
the frequency of this particular conı- 
plaint is due to skyrocket in the decades 
ahead. 

It is, without doubf,. a very serious 
complaint. Yet it is anything but wlıat 
must ordinarily le expected to lie ahead 
for the aged. 

Reliable estimates, as opposed to the 
scare figures, indicate that nearly six per 
cent of uver-65s in Western Europe 
show signs of Alzheimer's. 

The alder the person, the higher the 
percentage, compounding the problem 
as life expectancy steadily increases in 
1he wake of advances in modern medi- 
cine. 

Medical research is encountering dif-= 
ficulty in finding out more about what 
causes the complaint and what cures 
there might be. 

The main reason is readily apparent; 
it is that the brain is much more difficult 
of access thaıt other vital organs. 

Even so, reseurch has made pronis- 
ing healway in same respects, As Wis 
shown Al û recom symposium held in 
Bad Hounıhurg. near Frankfurt, by 
Frankfurt University and Houchst AG 
research scientists. 

.\ warning MOC Mpuinsl Cxagpurualed 
ctpectations was sounded. Sensational 
success, lice symposium was toll, 
need no1 hr cxpccted. 

Yd research scientius ind ducturs, 
Mul 1u nentiun patients ind {heir next uf 
kind, can reasonably expect drugs fur 
the treatment uf Alzheimer’s to be on 
ihe nar'ket by the early 1990s. 


German neurologist 


Alzheimer's disease is niimed after 
the German neurologist Alois Atlzhei- 
mer, wlio first sunımarised l1s sympton!s 
BÛ years ago. 

lt is now defined as a progressive dec- 
line in crucial functions of the brain, Yet 
Alzheimer's is not a general nante for all 
manner of conditions of senile demen- 
ila. 

The medical profession now distin- 
guishes between nearly 40 different 
processes that ‘can trigger Alzheimer's 
or similar symptoms. So diagnosis can 
le extremely exacting) i. 4 1 

Mental pfocesses "caririot “be mea- 
sured anywhere near as easily or acci- 
rately as functions of the lung or a pa- 
tient's heartbeat. 5 

A number of modern techniques of 
pictorial representation may be used in 
diagnosis, but consideration must be 
given in each case to how gteat a burden 
their use may impose and whether they 
ought to be used on the patlent in his Or 
her weakened condition. 

That is why consultations with pa- 
tients and their familiès-are particularly 
inportant in Alzheimer cašes and sinıi- 
lar complaints, morê $b than in connec- 
tlon with, say, infectious diseases, . 

In this context psychometrid tests 
have come to agsume considerable iir 
portance, - 4 ا‎ 
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Dustin Hoffmann in Barry Levinson’ 
{Phour dp) 


silver, [f wan silver not only for the movin 
plot hut for the oustanding acting of Kalp 
Cohen and Gil Almagor, the little girl anl 
her mother in the film. 

Kaipa Cohen's cling was SO sensatior 
ally impressive that she must surely hau 
merited silver un her own account, PUK 
cling dwirds also secm alrcitdy to hat 
heen sShiardul UL vr as tt CHSUFC coltiner 
tal balance. 

The silver warl fur acting went taf. 
helle Adjini of France for her perform 
aunce is the self-destructive Cannillc Cla 
del n Brune Nuyten's Hln of the san 
Mame, 

The best mile ctor was judged lo k 
Gene Hackntan for his performance asik 
ex-sberilf anl rough, tough, good-guy FB 
nun in Alan Parkers Mississippi Burning 

Oliver Stone's Talk Ratio was dipkr 
mutically cited for HS outstuuling individ 
ual ichicvemen. Failing Io specify whetlk' 
the dchicvemem wus {hv script, bused o14 
Broudwuy ply, or Eric Boposiin's ucting. 

Hust-West balanced wis ensure hy U 
direclor's warl, which wenl to Dus 
Llanak of Czechoslovakia for his touching 
drink-sodden Slovuk Film {7 Leng ¥ 
lae, a 

The jury also saw Tit to var o speci 
prize u u ur qstern ciiry, WU Ziniu 
Lvening Flowers, a Chinese war Hilm Mea 
in symbolism. Like all wuşe fms, i wasn 
urally ilended us un anti-war Hln, : 

Leuving Berlin and the film festlve 
less trouble than ever {his year, OR 
fecling ûne’ hal scen more ari paoup : 
Hollywoocl fils, enough Eist Bloc g% 
nas, nothing warth mentioning again E 
Italy, Sweden and Scindinavia. ب‎ 

Spanish endrles were perigdl pie : 
historical costume, French ones old 8 
studiuşs and modern experimental thet . 
Britain blitzed by the Falklands: exî 1 
ence. 5 : ا‎ 

The: Falklands, incidentally, provide 1 
the latest anti-war material for the BIW ,, 
entry, a film by Paul Greengrass about 
(in. barracks and hospital (rather. than’ : 
war). ا‎ 
' The: most serious: film shown. at Bé | 
ا‎ 


ا 


1 
this year. was Woody ‘Allen's Other WF + 
an, more sensible, moré mature dnd MP 
adult. han. anything else ‘fron the Url 
States. Yet it wasn't an official ent 
there were no bears for Woody.’ : ™ 
1 ‘<... ` Ruprecht Skasa+ Wel: 


(Stuligurter.Zeltunp, 22:February 18# 


Berlin Golden Bear-winning ‘Rain Man’ 


than banco, German 
entries were fairly 
abysmal tno. Nor- 
hert Kiickelnıann's 
Schweinegell praved 
fo be an insurpas-' 
sably embarrassing 
comedy of the banal. 
Do such well-known 
actnrs as Armin Mıu- 
eller-Stah! no longer 
read their film- 
scripts or don't they 
mind starring in such 
feeble Films? Scripts 
were a problem in 
bath German and 
other entries —~ but 
nat, as it happens, 
East German en- 
tries. Frank Beyer's 
Bruch was a .rogues' 
tale dating back ta 
the late-1940s and 


Tom Crulse and 
featuring most dis- 


tinctive teenagers 
and taciturn dialogues in engaging Berlin 
dialect, 


American entries also showed signs of 
script trouble ~— even though the Golden 
Bear was finally awarded to Barry Levin- 
son for lis Ruin Man, 

The choice may have been satisfactory 
where Dustin Hoffman is concerned, but 
hardly in respect of the script, (t is yel an- 
other film about unlike brothers, 

The ynunger brnther, played falrly sulr- 
ily by Tom Cruise, deals in up-nxarkut 
cars, is smart, egocentric and boastful, but 
nervous, impulsive and under pressure 
from loan sharks. 

The elder brother is behaviourally dis- 
turbed, an autistic chatterbox who ought 
long since to have been institutionalised. 

Their father bequeaths everything lo the 
elder son, leaving his smart younger bruth- 
er nothing but his roses und an ald cur. 

Charlie, the younger brother, kidnaps 
Raymond (nicknamed Rain Man) to gel 
him to make him his guardian ancl gain ac- 
cess (O their father's money, 

They criss-cross the United States in u 
splendid ruad nıovie consisting of uurac- 
tive landscape and countless nolels, 

Dustin Hoffman is outstanding in lis 
portrayal of mental rigidity, awkwarel incl 
wobbling likc a bear in a cage, a pitiful fi- 
gure except thur the plol more often re- 
quires him to be a figure of fun. 

‘He is autistic but ‘can’ work out the 
square root of 2,130, He can remeniber 
that 18.3cm of snow fell when they left 
home. - . N 
He farts unconcernedly in a telephone 
booth yet has such a phenomenal memory 
that he helps his brother to win a small for- 
tune in a casino, 

The audience are amused, but poking 
fun at autism is surely' not the.‘stuff: of 
which gold medals are made. 1 

The basic mistake the film makes: is to 
laugh not with the autist but athim, at his 
expense, It makes the jury's decision ãs du- 
bious as the happy eid in which the ego- 
centric younger brother turns into a good 
guy and his brother's keeper, ۰ : 

The soript at least avoids the éven more 
appalling mistake of making the autist 
“curable” at the end'of the tale: . : 

Was this year's Golden Bear apolitical 
award? Was an American entry due to win 
this year, as rumour had it? Maybe, but at 
least the best entry by far, “Aviya's Sum- 
mer” by Eli Cohen:of Israel, .was awarded 


ditficull,. Standards varied from not 
bad to fashionable, and no entries were 
an unmitigated failure. 

Yet despite the well-known names of 
directors such as Saura, Akerman, Ab- 
drashitnv, Rivette, Stone, Parker and Le- 
vinsaıt, NO onc entry was really outstand- 
ing. 

$o who was ta he awarded the Golden 
Bear? An East Blnc or a Wesiern film- 
maker, a European or an American, and 
which onc? : 

All that could be said for sure was who 
could be ruled out, such as Pantelis Voul- 
garis from Greece with his trivial soccer 
film or Yoji Yamada from Japan with his 
high schoo! lovers performing Hebbel's 
Barbier Ziterleln in the Noh tradition, 
based an religlous dance. 

Anuther no-hoper was Peter Timdar 
from Hungary with a love story that 
plunged into deepest tragedy in Bel- 
graclèê, interesting though his canierawork 
may have been. 

(The *“leep" (ragedy consisted of an 
artful secret ı serviceman making ap- 
proaches first to a cashier, then to her 
son, who gets his own back by luring the 
secret serviceman onto the landing, 
where he slips on a cake of soap and 
plunges to his death!) 

A nunıber of entries had semi-thriller 
storylines of this kind, Arguably the most 
meaningless was Villi Hermann's Banko- 

matft, itn Italian-Swiss co-production that 
can be dismissed as being matt rather 


«glance tables in these new reference 


ns and frequency 


r planning journeys 


Meteorological stations 
all over the world 


supplied the data arranged in see-at-a 

works. They include details af air a 

humidity, sunshine, physical stress of climale, wind conditio 
of thunderstorms. 


These figures compiled over the years are invaluable both fo 
to distant countries and for scientific research. 


nd water femperalure, precipitation, 


Basic facts and figures for every country in the world form a preface to the 
lables. The emphasis is on the country's natural statistics, on climate, 
population, trade und transpan. 1 
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commerce, industry and the travel trade. 
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EM FILM FESTIVAL 


Berlin strikes a balance, but 
no really outstanding entry 


The Golden Bear at this year’s Berlin Filın 
Festival went fo Barry Levirıson of the Uı- 
ited States for his “Rain Man,” the Silver 
Bear lo Ell Cohen of Israc! for bis “Ariya's 
Sunınier,” Acting awards went to Gene 
Hackman and Isabelle Adjanl, Dusan Ha- 
nuk of Czeclıoslornkla wort (he director's 
award for his “I Lore, You Love." Speclal 
awnrds went to Oliver Stone for his “Talk 
Rudio" and to Wu Ziniu for “Evening 
Flowers,” a Chinese war film. 


au doan'l know what damage has been 
donc until laler," sail a Berlin Film 
Festival visitor — and only half in jest, 

Fle did so in answer to a lady who told 
him she had scen six or seven films a day, 
but that was the rule at film festivals, and 
there had, she said, becn “no trouble al 
all here, ın damage done!" 

He hud no tîme (0 go into detail, He 
hal to rush to see his next film. 

FHfe took his seat ancl lel the inıagery 
sink İn, descending like fresh snow on 
what he remembered of previous festival 
entries. 

The first film he had seen, 12 days ear- 
lier, lay deepest ut the back of his mind. 

With all the others superimposed on it, 
cuuld he really rementber or compare il 
with, say, lhe ninth or the 25th film? 

This is û question that must inevitably 
have occurred to all film festival jurors, 
and judging this year's Berlin Film Fes- 
Hval entries must have been particularly 
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(Pholn: privat) 


“A growing number of people, espe” 
clally women, drop in to see us when on 
leave, just to ask for our opinion or ûd” 
vice," 

Members of the diplomatic service 
not only suffer from psychological 
strains, bul to a growing cxtent from lhe 
difficult living conditions in host coun- 
trices. 

The division tries to ensure that faıni- 
lies with very young children, for cxam- 
ple, are not sent to certain cities, such as 
Ankara, Warsaw, Budapest und Mexice 
City, hecause of environment pullu- 
tion there. 

ln Warsaw, fur cxuwmple, babies iru 
NOL SuUPppPuSEd lo have a bith in Lapwater 
— bU who in Pûand can alurd mineril 
wter if ce quanhlities required or Puy 
for imported waler from Germuny’ 

fn Bogota and Caruciıs. on the uther 
hind, the crime rate is so high thit fami» 
lies of diplamats have tn hire private 
guard services. 

The once su clegant parguc! of high 
diplomucy has apparently lost a lot of its 
sheen. 

Its high time that the Foreign Oftice 
started polishing up the image of the 


ipIOIRANE EOFPSE a i ARA 


{Kûlner Siadı-Anzgeiger. 
Culogne, 2I1 February | YAY) 


‘Can I help you?’ Qudrun Hogaust-Pleuger of the Bonn 
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who need 


will 
“fall by the way- 
side.” According to 
the report the do- 
mestic situation can 
become a further 
strain for the chil- 
dren. Diplomats at 
executive level gen” 
erally have a high 
professional moti- 
vation. Thanks to 
their privileged position doors arc wide 
open to them and their families in their 
host countries, 

Employecs at the lower and interme- 
diate level of the diplomatic service (in-= 
cluding chauffeurs, doormen and sec- 
retarics), however; are nore likely to 
drift into social isolation. 

Women especially {97 per cent of all 
employees in the typing pool are won- 
en) are adversely affected. 

For them working abroad either 
means doing without husband andl 
children or coming to sbme arrangt- 
ment with thcir husbands so thal the liat- 
ler takes on the role uf bouscwifte. 

Or, if this falls through. coping with 
life ûs û single parent 

Ihe iamilly counselling dıvtslul dl Wit 
Forcign Office in Bonn does its best to 
inıprove the situation. 

It tries, for example, to makçc prepar- 
ations for apprenticeships and univers- 
ity places for yuung people returning 
home or to help parents leoking fur ac- 
comniodatian. 

In the respective hosi countries the 
division also assists members of the 
families of diplomats to find a job or to 
u place in German-lunguagce schuals. 

“Our main task,” says Gudrun Ho- 
gaust-Pleuger, “is to find plenty of time 
for discussions. 


Forslgn Office. 


Integration and reunification 


the Germans should be free to choose 


. how they wish to live; reunified or not. 


After all, they stressed, the Germans 

` are not an “inferior peopije.” 
` Apart from {he remarks from the 
French side the real contrast to this 
view came from the European Commis- 
` ‘The Commission would Hike to Fix a 
timetgble for the integration and remno-~ 


. val of economic, political, territorial 
„And cultural. borders of European Com- 
“minity member states. .. 
` This is ‘bound to be 4 ‘difficult task. 
.„ Yet ît is a desired and agreed objective. 


, It remained vague, however, whose ob- 


. jective it is.— and with what Icgitimation. 


‘What remaintd’ was.the impressiom 


. that there is a feeling in Brussels and in 
'- other. patts of Western Europe that û 
Political. race ‘is in progress the ‘aim of 
,` which is tO. protect Europe against rêo; 
They clainied that the, German Ques- : 
tion is notan issue which wotries:them: : 


ganising things on fhe basis of a balance 


. of ‘interests of all parties concerned. by 
»creting:irreyersible fuitsaccomplis. + 


e ns i Karl Feldmeyer 
I 1 (Frankfurter AUpemieine Zel unig 


fiir Delischland, 22 February Î#9) 


' gion, .:: 
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Continued from page 5 


ple to self-determination. Above all, his 
assurance that this is “a general princi- 
ple.to which there can be no exception” 
was reiierated. 

This led on to the German Question, 
which, from the Soviet perspective, is 


.curteutly;chğractecised by twa aspeetsi 
; < One is the relationship Retweeri Bonn 


.and East Berlin, . .. : E 
„. ‘The; other, ‘mate important. aspect, 
however, is a:qlestion which is much ol 


der: than the td German states! Secûr- 


„` Providing the question of security has 


„been regulated andi there is a gusranteêé: ' 


thaî no risk Öf war emanates from Gers 


many the aspect of .relatlons between ' 
the:lwo German states. İs no longer ., 


matter öfconterf for Moscow. 


: This stance was hot far away fron 


what.Americanspeakers said, °. 


toğ.much. .: 


‘1th divislod between Heftan Wete 
;can beioyercomşg ¬ and’thiis includes se, . :.. 1. 
«curity and a balaûte' of initerests#m'theh™ ' 


bureau 


cy and at the same time improve the 
dwindling appeal of the diplomatic ser- 
vice"s job image the Bonn Foreign Of- 
fice set up a division for “Family and 
Women’s Affairs” two years ago to pro- 
vide practical, legal and psychological 
support to persons secking aclvice. 

This central counselling institution 
has proved a great help to many people. 

The head of the division, Gudrun Ho- 
gaust-Plieuger, who took on the job 
three months ago, confirms that her of- 
fice has been confronted by an increas- 
ing work-laad. 

The petite diplomat and mother of 
two children is familiar witlı the worries 
and problems facing her colleagues fol- 
lowing her own experience as Consul- 
General in Nancy, France. 

She knows from personal experience 
with her own family that chiltren suffer 
mast from this special situation. Ont 
day her son came home from school and 
said Hat lie now knew what “Turkish 
children feel like back home.” 

Such painful experiences ure confirmed 
in a special report on the effects on child- 
ren of repeatedly changing from one 
school to another compiled by the Insti- 
tue uf Psychology al the University of 
Heidelberg for the Bonn Foreign Office. 

Alıough particularly gifted children 
may in fact benefit from attending dif- 
ferent schools und from the variety of 
cultural environment this situatian may 
have extremely detrimental effects an 
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` Foreign service advice 
counsels diplomats’ families 


others, Slower chil- 
dren 
more time to adapi 
as well as children 
with defects such as 
dyslexia or speech 
impediments 


Foie Etat miner 


@Glociable, govod at languages, highly 

motivated, stfong-minded and will- 
ing to accept regular transfers. These 
are just some of the main attributes ex- 
pected of a good diplomat... 

lf, in addition to these qualities, he or 
she happens 10 have an uncomplicated 
and flexible wife or husband as well as 
“easy-to-look-after" children — who, il 
gocs without saying, also have the 
above-mentioned attributes — this per- 
son is an ideal choice for the job. 

As “nobody is perfect," however, the 
supposed dream job with its aura of the 
great wide worid often turns olit to be a 
snare for even the most intact family 
unit. 

The demands made on members of 
the diplomatic service are substantial. 
The constant changing of their places of 
residence (every three to four years), 
the frequent changing of schools by 
their children and the often involuntary 
unemployment of marital partners can 
wear down even the most robust indi- 
viduals in time. 

One result is a divorce rate which 
even by West German standards is par- 
ticularly high. 

In an effort to counleract this 1enden- 


Politics at first hand 


Detailed and objective information is what you need if you are 
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course of tetin. H need be they can a 
ew cases impose Hines — if, for inst 
ihere is loo much delay in providing of 
cils with the information they ask fo, 0 
the information proves to he incurreel 

Criticism of the legal regulations ii, 
creasing, und il is hoped thal the juris 
tin ûf duta protection officials will 
extended in the amendment to the Fed, 
ùl Dita Prutcetion Act which is duet 
vome before the Bundestag suan, 

ln the meantinte more trl mare ini 
muti is fed inlo contpter SYS 
‘There is u flourishing rude ind Cxclay 
of personal data, and there are mangy 
ulatinns of prutection regulations, 

There was one real bowler rece 
concerning u miuteh-miaker in Hesse vj 
speciulised iu finding German husbat 
for Asin women, 

He wrote to prospective clients [halk 
would only have done his joh propet 
once they — the clients — were the prou 
owners uf marTiige lines. 

To show how successful he haf en 
he sent photocopies of his clients" mars 
uge certificates {in all 14}, 

These included information abou 
Ihe name and date of birth of the mart 
ud couples, in some instances fk 
names uf their parents and .employtn 
ind their address as well as the dated 
nttrridge, 

Just how many the miuch-maker st; 
oul before the ula pruwicetiun officit 
tppeared on the scene is unknown. 

Such actions dre, of course, illegal, B. 
dalı protection officials cunnat bfi 
charges, Only the people directly c# 
cerned can do thitt, “ime Riedel 


t(Frankfurier Rundschin, ' Fehr uary 14" 
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Private enterprise ‘rides roughshod’ 
over data protection regulations 


their contacts to get information fur priv- 
ate purposes, information which mail or- 
der houses asked for about people with- 
out producing a justifiable reason. 

When û woman wanted lo tuke Out 
sickness insurance with a premium ol 
DM39.5UÛ per month û credit ençpuiry Agr 
ency did not shy away from sounding out 
her neighbours and even her employers, 
and then fled the mformation away. 

, The data protection officials consid- 
ered this was going too far. They re- 
garded this as inadmissible intrusion into 
the "protected private area.” 

The firm was asked to crase the infor- 
mation, but in vain. The report said: "The 
firm was not prepared to comply with 
this request." 

This case highlights the limits of the da- 
ta protection officials’ jurisdiction. They 
can only take action, for instance, if a per- 
son concerned has well-founded feasons 
which show that through tlhe use of data 
about hint his legal rights were infringed. 

Investigationés by data protection offi- 
ciais are only possible if the information 
is used for purposes for which it was not 
intended — for example by credit enquiry 
agencies, detectives or organisittions sell- 
ing address lists, 

Furthermore data protection officials 
can only make enquiries and not order a 


A customer's applicalion for a loan to 
buy a cur was rejected ufter information 
was provided by Schufn,. According to 
Schufa a person of the same name lad 
filed for bankruptcy. : 

In view of this mix-up thê data proltec- 
tion officials demanded the application 
of greater security neasures, such as: re- 
porting on the assignment of data. 

in heir report data protection officials 
said that their demands were net with this 
response: “Schufa has. not been prepared 
so far to take up measures of this kind." 

Another man, who wanted to open an 
ordinary current account, Was probably 
the viclim of a similar potentially emhar- 
rassing and serious mix-up. 

As is usual the bank made enquiries at 
Schufa. Schufa replied that a person with a 
similar Christian and surname, dat¢ of 
hirlh {but with a different second Christian 
nanıe and another address) had given ııp 
his honte and left many debts behind him. 

A litle while later the astonished man 
received at home any .ntımber of unwar- 
ranted demands for paynıent. 

The data protection officials do not 
think 10o highly of credit enquiry agencies 
which collect information about compaur- 
ies and private people and pass this on, 

Criticisnt was made, for instance, that 
bank employees, who unlawfully used 


lug il (hd nd ol Ntarch I1OB7 the Ort 
Lousewives Assucttlion culled for ef 
stalus WIN ERO UCCUPGT AFOHDPS. 

The lable uf conipensalion dlawa. 
by Alliiuee makes “hird party liubilipr 
surers cuemies Of (he instilutin of Ik 
family in this counlry,” according lol 
FMouscwives Assucidlian. 

When lhe Bonn gevernmeul rth 
families concerned 1o lcgiul tiction, Re 
ate Sebmidt says thal obviuusly the gf 
ernment is nol fully itwire of lhe pro 
lems involved. 

Only two uut af LUU Cases are decide 
dl courl,. The risks are too pruat for’ 
family wliıich has suffered in this ¥4 
pitting self against the disproportioik 
ulefences which powerful {hir party F 
bility insurers cin musidr, 

Renite Schmidi calls Tor Ihe selling 
dl leust Of û maiHenance Fund, POY 
hy itsurançe companius. Minny famile 
cannot afford to provide Jor home hef 
until the family gets reimbursed hy 
INSUTANCC Company. 

Renate Schmidt is aware (hilt some # 
Wwyurs clo not recomniend lo their ê 
taking their ese to courl. So manê 
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wlth a settlement which is "a dfs , 
At the 27th ırulfic courls confertr™ 
in Guslar in January, Ute Al @ 
Housewives Assaciution was . aM . 
confirm that something is heing done » 
Many traffic speclalistş at this € ۴ 
ence were agrecd tliat a commission 
independent experts, shouldbe setup". 
reassess the value of a housewife's wa 1 
Ute, Alt is herself. a ‘housewife 8 
mother of thrçe, She is confident thal: 


discrimination against housewives | 


surance matters will sogçn come 0*۴: 


end. Lawyers and insurance expert; 
generally reconsidering the matter. +l 


. She said . optimistiçally:, ,* There, 
among them. many fathers of) f 


who have themselves in their, pir 
lives tasted the reverse side of,the lawlé 
. Régina Urb. 
:.. °“ (Nûürnberger Nachrichten, 15, February’. f 


they are applied.” 


.which have gone before the coyzfg.g 


Women awarded 
derisory 
compensation 


mother must be available 24 hours iı (luy. 
No replacement will put in that much tf- 
fort,” he said. 2 

In his view the monetary value of iı 
housewife’s wark must he revalued up- 
wards, : 

in principle third party liability insur- 
ers have nothing Aguinst this, What is 
disputed is how this should be donc. 

The far-ranging questionnaire which 
Landau has produced has met with iı 
cool reception by insurance companies, 

' Landau calls for ‘detailed lnvestip- 


attons to be made after each uceitlenl lo 


find out how many children have to be 
cared for ancl how much me and effort 
the mother must give 10 them. 

He: wants taken into conslderation if f 
bed-ridden grandparent has to be nursed, 
how lavish.the famly‘budget isıand .wheth- 
er the family does much entertaining, 

He wants insurance companies to take 
into consideration the size of the family 
home, and how often the housewife 
cooks,.cleans up, does. the washing and 
irons; and what kind of ‘home appliances 
make tlle housework easier, and so on. 

Nuremberg ‘lawyer Herbert Hirlein 
sid that such an assessment system 
woıtld be too detailed. He regards the 
present arrangement for-assessing oomp- 
ensation as the best solution, 

“Of course actuarial tables have to be 
continuously revised if fresh academic in- 
formation calls for this," he said. “But the 
process must be practical for people who 
have to deal with such cases everyday,” 

But housewives concernéd are’.not 
prepared to go along any more with their 
“flagrant disadvantage.” ا‎ 

‘In a petitiûn presented .to the Bundes- 


Rw Schmidi, an SPD Bundestag 
menıher, is concerned that ingur- 
ance companies treat women injured in 
FUMd iwtideits shabbily., 

She said: “When a housewife is in- 
volved. in an accident without fault anı 
her part third party liability insurance 
anly pays out for her physical injury at 
rates similar to car write-offs." 

Thais no exaggeration. When a Ham- 
burg housewife was killed in a road acci- 
dent the insurance only paid her hus- 
band DM1,000 in compensation. 

In another case the widower, who had 
a small child to care for, was paid a pen- 
sion of DM 165 a month. 

Gerda Merklein, chairwoman of the 
Schabach branch of the German House- 
wives Association, described the dilenı- 
ma in this way: “The housewife is not 
Properly integrated into our society. She 
has a shadowy existence.” : 

Her social status is generally assessed 
at a low level in the public domain, 
Courts also have taken a limited view, of 
the value of her gainful employment, 

The table commissioned by the Alli- 
anz insurance company. which insurers 
use, shows this clearly. : 

If a working woman becomes & para- 
plegic after an accident and is restricted 
to a wheelchair, she can claim disability 
of between 8( and 100 per cent. 

Bul a housewife who suffers in the 
same way is only regarded as being dis- 
abled for her work for 62.7 io 75.2 per 
cent, according to lawyers. 

If she handles the budget for an aver- 
age family of four she can claim house- 
hold assistance for 42 hours per week. 

This is applied in accordance with the 
Federal Employees’ Collective Salary 
Agreement and ranks nt the lower end of 
the scale, hbelwecn grades 8 and 10, 

Kurt Landau, labour expert at Stutt- 
e Universily,.said that this was far too 

UW, > 

He sal that a housewife and mother 
could nol be replaced by a cleaning 
woman and a. children's nurse,. “The 


Porte have becn shncked by the first 

îepori own dalan protection İn private 
cnterprise in Hesse, which has been put 
before the state agsenıbly in Wiesbaden. 

The report (leserihes hair-raising in- 
fringements of regulations in contmercial 
sectors whiclı are regarded 4s serious and 
relinhle, to whomt citizens innocently and 
unsuspectingly hard over personal infor- 
maiton. orginisations such as banks and 
insurince companies, 

The report hax becn produced as dre 
sult of the Hesse Datla Prateetian Act, in 
force since !987, This legislation makes 
it ohligatory for lhe Wiesbaden state gov- 
etnnicnt t0 report on the aclivitics of offî- 
citils responsible for protecting data, in- 
clutling areas which are not usually open 
to Lhe public. 

Liuwyers and computer experts from 
the regional councils in Darmstadt, 
Giessen and Kassel are responsible far 
tris kind of control, 

They followed up, for inslance, the 
complainl of a woman who previously had 
hell û joint current account with her hus- 
bund. Whur she was separatetl from hin 
the aceuunl wax cantinucd in her nanıe. 

A few nianths later the hank willingly 
gave her ex-husband information about 
monthiy credits from i relation. The 
hank even went so far as 10 provide this 
infornuiian in writing — almost it year 
after {he man's right to operate ihe ae- 
count lad lapsed, 

Naturally he produced the bank's in- 
formatinn in gul proccedings about 
mitinienatce. The bank maintained that 
the “assistance given" was right and 
proper, aud Ihe wontuın’s court action 
fuiled. 

The public prosceutor held the view 
that the bank's obligation to canfidential- 
ity hal not been broken, 

Dita protection ufficials were equally 
scindalisel about the lax handling of 
cunfidential information in the case of a 
mar wlu closed his accounl with his 
bank after a disagreement. 

The bank cancelled credit arrange- 
ments which were still current and re- 
purted his credit cancellation to the 
Schufa, Germany's leading credit rating 
dtgency. 

The Schufa organisations are supporl- 
ed by savings banks, banks, retailers and 
mail-order houses. They provide their 
principals with infnrmatian about peo- 
ple"s credit standing, and the banks and 
others send information to the Šchufa of- 
fices in the country. 

When a few months later the man 
wanted to open an instalment credit he 
was senî packing, 

For a loan of this kind an enquiry is 
automatically made at the local Schufa, 
which came back with the information 
abut the enncelled loan — an indication 
of û person's insolvency ar unwillingness 
iw repay a loan. 

Strict measures are only applied when 
A Priviute person wants to know what dala 
has heen stored dbout him. But different 
rules sem to apply in the cxchunge of 
dala between Schufa, banks and other 
firnrs. 

The data protection officials found 
fault with the high rate of nix-ups involy- 
ing peapk, the paor way data was han- 
dled, that old and outdated iniformation 
wis passed on, and that data control, 
where it existed, was ‘incffeclive — and 
there was 1 lack of will to improve, as is 
showi?t by the following cise. 


